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Kidnappers silent on hostage release 

»“* P«^liMta» P0lW«l 

thellw^ * *■»* Wd fa Ubawm were raised ow the weekend wbea 

*■■' ****** Eurepauic.ptlv.ww 
"■ m * **“ *** *»*■«* *o ^ rdewd 
SJ? *“““*»*» aMwted in Mart Aprfl 11, 1986. 

^:* ?L T fr: Mi ^ lM * contacted the Syrian array 
SsSiftZ!? *i£H !*!“!“L to mogt dw retea*. The sourerenkl 

* fafa ffmmtM. la Dwm Syrian Foreign Minister 
*«roBq AJ Sharaa, a tay phyer la the rckaw tf hostages in Ldaaon. nM 

J^SZ 7 ? *** T* 80 *** ■*** 00 to* expected release oC a Waters 
o^ttve. AnfweiiBg r^oytera’ questions on whether he had any sew 
“wnw^maatt* passible irlca* oTKechu, Sham saM: “Not ye*... no 
■ews for taday.” ' 




An indepenctent Arab political daily published by the.Jordah E^ess- Foundation 
^ji* iajjjVi ili anflii yfi jbjjA 


Bhutto begins talks in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Prime Minister Beuazfr Bhutto of Pakistan began talks 
Tutadsy with President Saddam Hvein during ■ tour at the region rimed at 
drtmanteg np sapp o rt for her policy on Kriwiir. Offidab a ccomp an y ing 
Hii»wn mM she vodd seek hffcing for taking sp the Kas hm ir issue at an 
M—tf ftwiy i adnbtare’ mifa t act to Cairo later this month. Bhntto visited 
right Moslem countries earlier tUs year to seek tWr support. Pakistan 
if fj nm i h H»«* f^tfaw lg»ch«lr h h» aBnwetl to ghnnae their mm ftftmiC foreagB 
a U.N.-spoasored plebiscite, but India says its state of Jamam-Kaslmilr is part 
of tafia. At least 716 people have been kOcd In Kashmir since Jan. 20 when 
India a crackdown on separatists who are fighting, for freedom far 

i mimn -KasWr from India- Most of the Arab countries, who have good 
reter fop s with India, have refrained from giving outright support to Tdamah ad 
hthf Sw«dcM « ^"««»lW- «« h.th»a>M naMMmttowg told hy most 

Arab lc*dm that the confflet with New Delhi should be settled through 
negotiation. R a'Mwp Biwaln b to exponnd a rimBnr position. Bhntto 

tttd Iraq In May last year, ending a period of cool relations because her 
predecessor Mohammed Zta UT-Haq ba c k e d Iran during the Coif war. Bhntto 
wffl also risk Kuwait, Morocco, Algeria and Bahrain. 
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British firm relieved 
of Jbeiha contract 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Greater 
Amman Municipal Council Tues- 
day terminated a contract with a 
British firm to supervise the op- 
erations of the Jbeiha Amuse- 
ment Park. It entrusted a caretak- 
er administrative committee to 
nm the park pending a final 
evaluation of the facility's situa- 
tion. The council also ado pt ed a 
decision allowing owners of un- 
licensed buildings to settle muni- 
cipal tax in instalments payable 
over a period ranging between 12 
months and 24 months. 

Fahd confers with 
Algerian president 

JEDDAH (AP) — King Fahd 
conferred Tuesday with Algerian 
President ChadH Benjedid who 
bad arrived in the Saudi Arabian 
summer capital of Jeddah earlier 
in die day, Riyadh Radio re- 
ported. There were no official 
statements' on the subjects the 
two leaders tackled. But Saadi 
Arabia and Algeria, along with 
Morocco, are the members of the 
three-man Arab panel that was 
mandated by the Arab League to 
work for establishment of peace 
in Lebanon. Saudi Foreign Minis- 
ter Prince Sand A1 Faisal and his 
Algerian counterpart Ahmad 
Ghozali held a separate meeting. 
The official Saudi Press Agency 
said they discussed bilateral ties 
and reviewed efforts being ex- 
erted to solve die Lebanese prob- 
lem. 


U.S. refuses to deny 
or confirm Israel . 
trucking Lltanlwater 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The U.S. State Department has 
refused to confirm or deny the 
accuracy of reports that Israel 
was using large quantities of wa- 
ter from Lebanon's Utani River. 
In a written answer to a question, 
the State Department deputy 
spokesman said the department 
had noted reports that Israel was 
trucking laige quantities- of water 
from the Litani to Israel. 
“However, we can neither con- 
firm ot deny the accuracy of these 
allegations/’ the spokesman said. 


Powell visits Tunis 

TUNIS (R) — General Colin 
Powell, chairman of die U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, is in Tunis 
on the first leg of an orientation 
tour of North Africa and the 
Middle East, diplomats said 
Tuesday. Powell, who arrived 
Monday night, was due to confer 
with Tunisian President Zine 
Abidine Ben Ali and Defence 
Minister Abdallah Kallel before 
leaving for Cairo. He was also 
due to visit Jordan and Israel. 


1 killed, 6 hurt 
in Lebanon blasts 

BEIRUT (AP) — One person 
was killed and six were wounded, 
including five children, in two 
explosions in Beirut and South 
Lebanon Tuesday, police re- 
ported. A police spokesman said 
the children were playing soccer 
in an empty lot near the city's 
dividing green line when an anti- 
tank mine exploded. One of them 
lost his leg and the others re- 
ceived various wounds. In the 
southern town of Ghaziyeh, 50 
kilometres from Beirut, one per- 
son was killed and another was 
wounded when a roadside bomb 
exploded. It was not dear who 
planted die bomb in the town 
or why. 

U.S defends pact 
with Greece 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States on Monday sought to 
sooth Turkey’s concern over a 
new military bases pact with 
Greece, saying the agreement 

was “totally consistent” witothe 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO). “Basically as re- 
gards Turkey, I would say the 
agreement is totally consistent, m 
letter and spirit, with the 
ta Etnas and commitments oftTC 
North Atlantic Tneaty, U.S. 
State Department Deputy Spoke- 
man Richard Boncher told repor- 
ters. “Therefore, it’s obviously 
not directly against any party to 
that treaty ” he said -. .. 


Gorbachev reelected 
general secretary 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev won 
reelection Tuesday as head of the 
Communist Party despite eight 
days of criticism of his reform 
policies. 

Gorbachev had been under fire 
from both traditionalists and 
radical reformers during the con- 
gress, but opposition appeared to 
melt away as the delegates consi- 
dered electing a new general 
secretary. 

Despite their criticism, many 
conservative delegates apparently 
believed that only Gorbachev has 
the ability to hold the increasingly 
unpopular party together. 

The nearly 5,000 delegates to 
the 28th party congress cast paper 
ballots in a secret vote late Tues- 
day afternoon at the Grand 
Kremlin Palace, a short walk 
from the hall where the Congress 
is being held. 

The results were announced 
Tuesday night, with Gorbachev 
receiving 3,411 votes for and 
1,116 against. His lone opponent, 
Teimuraz Avaliani, received 501 
votes for, and 4,020 votes against. 

Seven candidates were nomin- 


ated Tuesday morning to chal- 
lenge the 59-year-old president 
and party leader. By the after- 
noon, all had dropped out but 
Avaliani, the man who led a coal 
strike in western Siberia a year 
ago. 

The announcement of Gor- 
bachev’s victory was greeted by 
loud applause from the delegates 
at the Kremlin’s Palace of Con- 
gresses. 

The congress, which many ex- 
pected could pose a challenge to 
Gorbachev, ended in triumph for 
the Soviet leader after eight days. 
Delegates approved Gorbachev’s 
proposal to reorganise the party 
politburo, transferring greater 
power to the government that 
Gorbachev heads. 

The top party job carries no 
fixed term of office. But the 
meeting changed party rules, to 
require that the general secretary 
be elected by a congress, which 
traditionally meets eveiy four or 
five years, rather than by the 
Central Committee, which meets 
several times a year. 

The change will make it harder 
for opponents to oust Gorbachev 


as party leader. 

In March, Gorbachev was 
elected to a five-year term as 
president, an office whose au- 
thority was strengthened at his 
initiative. 

“I carry the most responsibility 
for what has been done,” he told 
the delegates in accepting bis 
nomination earlier Tuesday. 
“You have the possibility, you 
have a lot of information, it's 
right that you should decide." 

In a brief speech, after the vote, 
Gorbachev said : “I accept these 
duties with the understanding 
that I and all those who will work 
with me have drawn the most 
serious and far-reaching conclu- 
sions from all that we have heard 
here and will hear in the future... 

“Given that I have explained 
my stand in detail at this forum. 1 
take this vote as support for my 
positions.” 

Gorbachev, 59, was first 
elected general secretary in 
March 1985. 

After Gorbachev’s re-election, 
which ended the day's session, 
hundreds of delegates flocked 
round him, patting him on the 


back and shaking his hand. 

He autographed several dele- 
gates' congress registration cards 
before walking out of the hall, 
still mobbed by scores of suppor- 
ters. 

“He was the only realistic fi- 
gure. It would have been hope- 
less to choose any other way,” 
one delegate said.. 

The nomination of the stocky, 
white-haired Avaliani came on 
the eve of a one-day political 
strike announced by miners pro- 
testing the Communist .Party's 
power and the government’s in- 
ability to fulfill the promises it 
made to end last year's strike. 
Miners now are calling for the 
government to resign. 

Although nominations were 
open to the floor, supporters of 
the well-represented traditional- 
ist group did not nominate their 
most visible politburo member, 
Yegor K. Ligachev. 

“The congress did not nomin- 
ate him. That says it all/' said 
Moscow party boss Yuri Pro- 
kofiev. 

(Continued on page 3) 


G-7 summit rallies 
behind Soviet change 


HOUSTON CR) — Leaders of 
the world’s seven teading Indust- 
rial powers Tuesday expressed 
strong support for Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev and said they 
would relax sanctions against 
China if the Beijing government 
unproved its human rights re- 
cord. 

“We commit ourselves to 
working with the Soviet Union to 
assist its efforts to create an open 
society, a pluralistic democracy 
and a market-oriented eco- 
nomy,” die seven leaders said in 
a political communique read by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

The Group of Seven (G-7) — 
the United States, Britain, 
France, West Germany, Italy, 
Canada and Japan — acknow- 
ledged recent liberalisation 
moves by the Chinese govern- 
ment but said these were not yet 
sufficient to relax limits on World 
Bank loans imposed after last 


year's massacre in and around 
Tiananmen Square. 

“We agree to maintain the 
measures put into place at last 
year’s summit, as modified over 
die course of this year,” the 
communique said, referring to 
China. 

“We will keep them under re- 
view for future adjustments to 
respond to further positive de- 
velopments in China,” it added. 

The seven said they would ex- 
plore whether the world Bank 
could extend its lending policy to 
spur Chinese economic reform, 
particularly to address environ- 
mental concerns. 

At the moment, the World 
Bank is allowed to lend money to 
China only for humanitarian pro- 
jects. 

The communique left for 
Wednesday the question of eco- 
nomic assistance to the Soviet 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Arafat warns against any 
bid to undermine PLO 


TUNIS (Petra) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat Tuesday 
warned against any attempts to, 
alienate his organisation from 
the people it represents or to 
overstep its authority as the sole 
representative of the Palestinian 
people. His warning came as part 
of a message to the Palestinians in 
the Israeli-occupied territories 
marking 31 months of their upris- 
ing. 

“There will be no peace, no 
stability or security in the Middle 
East except through Palestinian 
security and recognition of 
Palestinian rights, most para- 
mount of which are the right to 
self-determmatioo and the right 
to establish a separate Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as its capit- 
al,” Arafat said. 

Arafat also attacked the Un- 
ited States. “The U.S. adminis- 
tration chose to reward the new 
Israeli government by stopping its 
dialogue with the PLO and ex- 


tending congressional approval 
of financial aid to Israel and 
vetoing U.N. Security Council 
decisions/* he said. 

Arafat said he thought that 
the American administration 
might have acquired a “new 
awareness now that they knew 
foe basis of holding a dialogue 
with the PLO and perhaps under- 
stood that our strategic commit- 
ment is closely connected to our 
concern for our national dignity 
and pride and our right to defend 
our people against the daily war 
waged by Israeli occupation.” 

He called cm the Palestinian 
people to escalate their uprising 
and use utmost restraint and ex- 
ercise caution against “plots 
aimed at breaking our national 
unity within die occupied territor- 
ies.” 

The uprising entered its 32nd 
month Monday. The Palestinians 
living in the occupied territories 
marked the occasion with a mas- 
sive general strike. 


Crown Prince reviews dangers 
posed by Soviet Jewish wave 


MADRID (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday warned of the great dan- 
gers inherent in Soviet Jewish 
immigration to Palestine and its 
repecurssions on Jordan and the 
Arab World at Large. 

The massive wave of Soviet 
Jews flowing inro Palestine means 
the transfer of Palestinians to 
Jordan, the Crown Prince said in 
an interview with the Spanish 
newspaper El Pais. 

“Jordan, which acts as a strong 
wall preventing Israeli expansion 
at the expense of Arab land, 
should receive enough Arab sup- 
port to ensure its national secur- 
ity as well as that of the whole 
Arab Nation," the Crown Prince 
said. 

The immigration of Palesti- 
nians to Jordan in the aftermath 
of the 1948 Arab-Israeli war 
placed additional financial bur- 
dens on the Kingdom, be said. 
He attributed Soviet Jewish im- 


migration to Palestine to socio- 
economic causes. “The Soviets 
are not enemies of the Arabs,” be 
said. 

Soviet emigrees will contribute 
to enhancing Israel’s manpower 
and technology, the Crown 
Prince said. 

In answer to a question on the 
economic situation in Jordan, 
Prince Hassan said the economic 
reform programme developed by 
the government in cooperation 
with the International Monetary 
Fund was proceeding slowly but 
finnly. The situation is getting 
better in terms of increased 
Jordanian exports, foreign cur- 
rency reserves and reduced im- 
ports, he said. 

Prince Hassan singled out 
population growth and defence as 
the two most important problems 
facing Jordan and called on the 
Arab countries to provide finan- 
cial support for the Kingdom. 


The Crown Prince said the 
“silent majority in the Middle 
East rejects rightist or leftist ex- 
tremism,” and “the escalating ex- 
tremism in the region is attribut- 
able to three spots of tension — 
Lebanon, the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict and the failure so far to bring 
about permanent peace between 
Iraq and Iran.” 

Seville conference 

Prince Hassan Tuesday took 
part in an Arab-Iberian-Latin 
American conference which was 
opened in Seville Monday. He 
delivered a speech stressing the 
.importance of Arab- La tin Ame- 
rican dialogue and reviewing 
potential scopes of cooperation. 

The Crown Prince also re- 
viewed the historical roots of 
cooperation between Latin 
American countries and the Arab 
World. 


O AU summit hears call for democracy 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
Africa must develop its own brand 
of democracy before other na- 
tions impose their own forms of 
the system on the continent as a 
Condition for economic aid, a 
speaker at an Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) summit 
said Tuesday. 

“Africa must go bade to its 
deep-rooted democratic tradition 
where all public issues were de- 
cided after the usual palaver,” 


Adebayo Adedeji, the Economic 
Commission for Africa executive 
secretary, told the delegates 
attending the 26th OAU summit. 

“We are basically a democratic 
people. Let us revert squarely 
and in full force to our democra- 
tic tradition and by so doing 
unleash the latent talents of our 
people." 

T>vo former presidents, Jimmy 
Carter of the United States and 
Julius Nyerere of Tanzania, that 


Africa would remain impover- 
ished unless its leaders ended 
wars and resolved economic 
woes. 

Carter, speaking Tuesday on 
the second day of the three-day 
summit, said be shared Africans’ 
concerns that aid and investment 
was being diverted from the rich 
nations to Eastern Europe and 
Latin America and not Africa. 

Carter is the head of Global 
2000. a non-project organisation 


that sponsors health programme 
and development projects in 
Third World countries. 

On Monday, leaders of the six 
West African nations Monday 
signed an unprecedented peace 
pact to end conflicts in their 
region. 

The pact committed Djibouti, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, 
Sudan, and Uganda to seek 
peaceful means to end regional 
conflicts. 


Assad due 
in Cairo 
July 14 

CAIRO (AP) — Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad wfll arrive in 
Cairo Saturday for a two-day 
official visit, his first in 7 years, 
government officials said 

He will be returning a two-day 
visit President Hosni Mubarak 
made to Damascus May 2-3. to 
seal the end of a bilateral rift of 
more than 12 years over Egypt’s 
separate peace treaty with Israel. 

The official, who demanded 
anonymity, said Assad and 
Mubarak would have talks in 
Cairo Saturday and would travel 
to the Mediterranean city of Ale- 
xandria for further discussions 
Sunday before the Syrian leader 
beads home. 

The state-run Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) reported 
that Mubarak would travel to 
Sandi Arabia Wednesday for 
talks with King Fahd and a quick 
pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina. 

Mubarak and Fahd have been 
key figures in efforts to heal a 
breach between Syria and Iraq. 

The government officials said 
the Mubarak-Assad talks would 
deal with the stalled Middle East 
peace process and inter-Arab re- 
lations, including the quarrels be- 
tween Syria on one band and Iraq 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) on the other. 

During his visit to Damascus, 
Mubarak said be would like to 
end the Syrian -Iraqi feud 

Assad boycotted an Arab sum- 
mit in Iraqi’s capital Baghdad last 
May despite efforts by Mubarak 
and Saudi Arabian leaders to 
persuade him to attend. 

The next Arab summit is doe in 
November in Cairo, and Egyp- 
tian officials said they expected 
both Assad and Saddam to par- 
ticipate. They said Mubarak 
would try to dear the atmosphere 
between Iraq and Syria before 
then. 


Palestinian cause gains among Americans 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A recent 
opinion poll conducted in the 
United States indicate a drama- 
tic increase in support for the 
Palestinian quest for an inde- 
pendent state and an erosion in 
American support for Israel. / 

Forty-seven per cent of the 
1,084 people questioned in the 
New York Times/CBS News 
poll “say they now support 
gjving the Palestinians a home- 
land in the occupied West Bank 

and Gaza Strip,” according to a 

report in the Jerusalem Post. 
Two yean ago, 10 per cent 
favoured such a state. 

the New York Times 
ported that the poll, taken last 
month, and recent interviews 
around the country “all show 
some erosion in Americans re- 
gard for Israel— There is still 
an enduring core of support for 
Israel* especially when consi- 
dered in relation to its Arab 
neighbours, but Americans no 


longer ride strongly with Israel 
against the Palestinians within 
its borders." 

Asked, “Should the United 
States be more sympathetic to 
the concerns of the Palestinian 
minority in Israel than it is 
now?” 38 per cent of the 1,054 
people contacted by telephone 
answered, “yes.” 37 per cent 
said, “no.” 

The same question in 1988 
drew 26 per cent “yes" re- 
sponses, 49 per cent “no.” 

Asked, “Are you more in 
sympathy with brad, or with 
Arab nations?” 40 per cent 
tided with Israel, 19 per cent 
with die Arabs. Two years ago, 
30 per cent favoured Israel, 10 

per cent the Arabs. 

# / 

Support for the Arab states 
(fid not reach double digits until 
1987, according to a series of 
Roper polls. It hovered around 
10 per cent tmtil the latest 
Times/CBS survey. Backing for 


Israel has ranged from nearly 
50 per cent (1974) to 30 per cent 
(1988), with 40 per cent being a 
rough average over the past 16 
years. 

As for foreign aid, 61 per 
cent replied that present levels 
should be sustained or in- 
creased. Seventy-two per cent 
favoured maintaining or boost- 
ing aid levels in 1988. 

A pro-Israel lobbyist said 
that a preliminary analysis of 
the figures does not show ero- 
sion of support for the Jewish 
state. “The 20 per cent for the 
Arab states is admittedly a little 
high, but support for Israel 
remains” at typical levels, he 
•said. 

The lobbyist also termed the 
61 per cent in favour of current 
or higher foreign kid “normal. 
The 72 per cent two years ago 
was an upbtip.” 

Regarding the near-majority 
for a Palestinian state, the 
source said that growing Amer- 


ican sentiment for such an out- 
come “has been a reality for a 
number of years.” 

Asked about opinion regard- 
ing Israel before publication of 
foe poll, two Jewish members 
of congress, r ep re sen ting dis- 
tricts with few Jewish voters, 
responded this way: 

Dan Gtickman (Dcmocrat- 
Iowa) said that “I bear more 
about it from constituents. Up 
until a few years bade people 
. would 'rarely bring it up... They 
know I'm a strong supporterof 
Israel (and) they’re not asking 
me to change my position, but 
they are saying that they don’t 
Kke what they see on TV.” 
“John Miller (Rcpnbhcan- 
Washington) noted that where- 
as in foe past maybe one consti- 
tuent in 75 would mention cut- 
ting aid to Israel, “now I'm 
getting seven or eight... who 
say. *Lef s cut foreign akT and 
just about all are focusing on. 
IriaeL” 


The Times/CBS poll comes a 
few weeks after a troubling 
unpublished poll by the Anti- 
Defamation League of B’nai 
B'rith, which caused deep con- 
sternation when circulated in 
Israel. 

The poll showed that 48 per 
cent of college-educated Amer- 
ican males are mor sympathetic 
to the Palestinians than they are 
to Israel, while 25 per amt 
favour Israel, Israeli sources 
say. However, Israel fares 
much better when compared to 
the Arab states. 

The poll also showed that 44 
per cent of the college-educated 
had an unfavourable opinion of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, as opposed to 36 per cent 
with a favourable opinion. 

But officials are concerned 
that tiw a t ti t udes of the more 
educated will eventually spread 
to other levels of foe U.S. 
population, foe Jerusalem Post 
said. 


Badran urges closer 
cooperation to tackle 
unemployment problem 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran said 
Tuesday the unemployment in 
Jordan was “partly behavioural” 
and called for increased coopera- 
tion between the Ministry of 
.Labour and employers. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
Minister of Labour Qaseem 
Obeidat and senior ministry offi- 
cials, Badran stressed the need 
for finding jobs to foe unem- 
ployed and called on every em- 
ployer to provide at least one job 
opportunity for an unemployed 
Jordanian. 

Badran spoke highly of the 
Jordanian labour force, noting 
that they receive the full appre- 
ciation of employers abroad due 
to their distinguished perform- 
ance and good conduct. 

He pointed out that job oppor- 
tunities abroad for Jordanians 
had become very limited due to 
various reasons, including foe 
world economic recession, a fall 
in the oil prices and the comple- 
tion of infrastructure projects in 
such countries as well as the 
availability of indigenous skilled 
labour force. 

The prime minister called for 
speeding up work on the new 


labour law, “which should meet 
foe new developments in the 
country and take into considera- 
tion foe increased supply of 
labour force, and the increased 
numbers of industries and the 
growth in the production sector." 

The new law should also spe- 
cify the rights of the various 
parties and define their duties 
dearly and fairly and respond to 
the social developments which 
Jordan has witnessed over foe last 
two decades, he said. 

Badran was briefed on the 
scale of the unemployment prob- 
lem in Jordan by the labour 
minister, who said statistics sug- 
gest that number of jobless in the 
Kingdom is 50,000 — 15 per cent 
of the total work force. However, 
he noted, there are 40,000 non- 
Jordanians working legally in Jor- 
dan as well as some 150,000 
illegal workers. 

The prime minister's meeting 
with the labour minister came 
ahead of the resumption of a 
debate on unemployment in Jor- 
dan by the Lower House of Par- 
liament. The House meets 
Wednesday evening to continue 
its discussions on the issue which 
it began late last month. 


51 Albanian refugees 
enjoy freedom, others wait 


VIENNA (Agencies) — Fifty- 
one Albanian refugees enjoyed 
their first day of freedom in Pra- 
gue Tuesday as up to 6,000 others 
waited ax embassies in Tirana to 
leave Europe's last hardline 
Communist state. 

Spokesmen for countries 
sheltering would-be asylum seek- 
ers in their Tirana embassies said 
they expected Albania to allow 
the refugees to leave later this 
week. 

In Albania, the official media 
attacked the refugees, who 
stormed into foreign missions last 
week to flee their country. 

The official news agency ATA, 
monitored in Vienna, said Presi- 
dent Ramiz Alia received scores 
of letters and telegrams from 
citizens and collectives expressing 
“their profound indjgatunPta all 
those who seek to cause troubles 
in the peaceful life of our coun- 
try” 

The 51 Albanians who arrived 
in Prague Tuesday were allowed 

to leave after protracted negotia- 
tions between Alb ania and the 
Czechoslovak Foreign Ministry. 

In Budapest, the Hungarian 
Foreign Ministry said the 6/100 
asylum-seekers still holed up in 
the embassies were expected to 
qmt Albania in a mass evacua- 
tion. 

Ministry spokesman Ferenc 
Pokar said details of an 

evacuation by air, sea, train, or road 
were being discussed by the 
embassies and United Nations 
special envoy Staffan de Mistura, 
who is in Tirana. 

“It is likely (to be) in the form 
of unified procedure,” said 
Pokar. He declined to say wben 


the refugees would leave. 

A West German Foreigt 
Ministry spokesman said the 
3,000 Albanians who have sough 
refuge in Bonn’s mission in Tira 
na were unlikely to be able u 
leave before Thursday. 

All the refugees should be abU 
to leave by the weekend, he said 

Albania’s Communist lead 
ership, trying to improve its inter 
national relations after decades a 
isolation, also drew renewed cri 
deism from the 12-nation Euro 
pean Community (EC). 

At a meeting in Vienna o 
delegates from the 35 nations tha 
signed the 1975 Helsinki accords 
the EC expressed “regret ant 
deep concern” at foe recen 
events in Tirana. 

The Albanian asylum-seekers 
some dodging police bullets, be 
gan taking refuge in the foreigi 
embassies in Tirana June 28 
Albanian authorities agreet 
Saturday to permit all of them ti 
leave foe country under foreigi 
supervision. 

The European trading bloc cal 
led on Albania to institute re 
forms that would establish a plur 
alist democracy and guarantei 
human rights and freedoms. 

Despite the criticism, Albani; 
was granted observer status Toes 
day ar the meeting to the Confer 
once cat Security and Coopera 
tion in Europe group that grev 
from the He lsinki accords. 

But U.S. chief delegate Johi 
Maresca said the Albanian gov 
eminent now would have thi 
responsibility of living up to tb 
Helsinki provisions on humai 
rights and other democratic com 
mitmeots. 
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Kuwait, Iran to build 


trust, cooperation 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait and 
Iran, in their first high-level 
meeting since the 1979 revolution 
in Tehran, have vowed to build 
up trust and cooperation among 
countries in the Gulf two years 
after a ceasefire halted the Iran- 
Iraq war. 


Baghdad also got substantial 
amounts of aid from Bahrain, 
Qatar and the UAE. 


Reflecting a substantial easing 
of tensions between Iran and the 
Arab Gulf states, a Kuwaiti offi- 
cial said Tuesday that Foreign 
Ministers Ali Akbar Velayati of 
Iran and Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad 
A1 Sabah of Kuwait had pledged 
to develop bilateral ties on the 
basis of mutual respect and good 
neighbourliness. 


Following his ‘'talks Monday 
with flic Kuwaiti foreign minister, 
Velayati Tuesday handed the 
emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jflber AJ 
Ahmad AI Sabah, a message 
from Iranian President AH Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjam. 


Velayati met Prime Minister 
and Crown Prince Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah AI Sabah earlier 
Tuesday. 


“This will create the best con- 
ditions to build up trust and 
cooperation between all countries 
of the region," the official said, 
according to the official Kuwait 
News Agency (KUNA). 


KUNA, which reported the 
two meetings, did not disclose the 
contents of Rafsanjani’s message 
or say what the two men discus- 
sed with Velayati, whose visit 
underlined a steady improvement 
in Kuwaiti- Iranian relations. 


during last week’s TEid Al Adha. 

Sheikh Jaber, speaking before 
the inaugural session of a revived 
parliament Monday, said Kuwait 
viewed with optimism what he 
called the new phase of relations 
between Iraq and Iran. 

An banian newspaper winch is 
close to Rafsanjani hailed 
Velayati’s visit as a turning point 
in regional developments. 

“Cooperation, coordination 
and solidarity among regional 
countries can definitely enhance 
the position of Muslim nations 
vis-a-vis a united Europe and tins 
ever-changing world,” the 
English-language Tehran Times 
said. 


Velayati, on the first visit by an 
Iranian foreign minister to 
Kuwait since the Shah was de- 
posed 11 years ago, arrived Mon- 
day for a two-day stay that diplo- 
mats saw as another major step 
towards stabilising the political 
climate of the Gulf. 


During the war Kuwait, nest- 
ling at flic northern end of the 
Gulf within range of Iraqi and 
Ir anian guns, at times appeared 
on the verge of being dragged 
into the conflict. 


A senior Kuwaiti official said 
Velayati and Sheikh Sabah also 
discussed die issue of Kuwaiti 
fishing boats seized by the Ira- 
nians. 


In Geneva earlier this month 
Velayati and his Iraqi counter- 
part, Tareq Aziz, held their first 
face-to-face meeting as part of 
United Nations efforts to reach a 
peace treaty between the two 
countries. 


Kuwait, whose ofl wealth rates 
it among die world’s richest na- 
_ tions, was hit by a series of bomb 
attacks in the 1980s which were 
blamed on pro-I ranian militants . 
It was also the target of several 
Ir anian mi«ilft attacks. 

Kuwait sought naval protection 
from the United States, Iran’s 
arch-enemy, after attacks on its 
oil tankers that were attributed to 
"Iran. 


He gave no details, but Kuwaiti 
islands are only about 30 
kilom et res away from Iran, and 
fishing vessels have often strayed, 
ending up in I ranian hands. 


Wbfie the accent in Velayati's 
talks was on bilateral ties, di- 
plomatic sources said Kuwait and 
other GCC countries also are 
keen to contain a persisting rift 
between Tehran and Saudi Ara- 
bia. 


Velayati began his visit by 
saying that Iran, slowly emerging 
from more than a decade of 
virtual international isolation, 
attached great importance to its 
relations with the six member- 
nations of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

The GCC groups Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia were Iraq's main financial 
backers in the eight-year war, and 


The August 1988 ceasefire put 
Iran and Kuwait on the path of 
rapprochement. Iran’s first 
ambassador since the war took up 
his post in Kuwait several months 
ago and Kuwait, whose 1.8 mil- 
lion population includes a large 
Iranian community, promptly 
sent aid to victims of last month’s 
devastating earthquake in Iran. 

The emir, out of respect and 
sympathy for the estimated 
40,000 killed by the quake, can- 
celled his customary audience 


Saudi Arabia raptured its ties 
with Iran in April 1988, accusing 
the Iranian leaders of ter ro ris m 
during the annual pilgrimage at 
Mecca. 


With Iran’s recent earthquake 
disaster, Saudi Arabia however 
led a massive airlift of relief 
supplies to Tehran for the vic- 
tims, raising GCC hopes of a 
reconciliation between Tehran 
and Riyadh. 

Relations between Saudi Ara- 
bia and Iran recently plummeted 
again when 1,426 pilgrims were 
billed in a stampede inside a 
pedestrian tunnel in Mecca. 


U.N. chief fails to set up 
Morocco- Polisario talks 


GENEVA (Agencies) — A five- 
day U.N. effort to make Morocco 
and the Polisario Front guerrillas 
bargain directly about the future 
of the disputed Western Sahara 
region has ended in failure. 


of the' current truce and possibili- 
ties of a direct dialogue under 
U.N. auspices, the statement 
said. 


conduct to be observed during 
political campaigning ahead of a 
self-determination referendum to 
be held in the territory. 


U.N; Secretary-General Perez 
de Cuellar said last week he was 
pressing for the first direct talks 
between the two sides. However, 
Morocco had served word before 
its delegation left for Geneva that 
Rabat did not plan face-to-face, 
meetings. 


Morocco claims the Western 
Sahara, which it annexed after 
Spanish colonial administration 
ended in 1975, and has since 
fought Polisario, which is seeking 
independence. 


An expert mission to the for- 
mer Spanish colony and neigh- 
bouring countries, originally 
hoped to leave shortly, likely will 
be delayed until the end of July, 
U.N. spokeswoman Nadia 
Younis said Monday. 


The mission would make re- 
commendations on the size of a 
future U.N. peacekeeping force, 
which the U.N. Security Council 
endorsed last month. 

A U.N. statement issued after 
meetings with officials from both 
sides cited new progress “towards 
a just and honourable settle- 
ment” of the dispute through a 
referendum. 

But U.N. officials declined to 
elaborate, and both delegations 
refused to answer press queries. 

Topics in the talks included a 
code of conduct during the re- 
ferendum campaign, an extension 


Both sides agreed in August 
1988 to negotiate over a draft 
settlement providing for a U.N.- 
supervised ceasefire, troop with- 
drawal and referendum to allow 
people in the phosphate-rich area 
to choose between independence 
and integration with Morocco. 

Perez de Cuellar apparently 
hoped to build on his success in 
arranging the first direct Iran- 
Iraq. peace talks last Tuesday, 
which were aimed at reviving the 
stalled negotiations. 

Perez de Cuellar cancelled a 
trip to Addis Ababa, where he 
was due to attend the opebing 
Monday of an annual African 
summit, in the hope of hosting 
the first direct talks between the 
two sides since January 1989. 

But diplomats said Moroccan 
Foreign Minister Abdul Latif 
Filali resisted strong pressure 
from the U.N. chief who had 
suggested that time bad come for 
direct talks. 

Spokeswoman Younis said the 
talks had focused on a code of 


Perez de Cuellar prepared a 
peace plan that provides for a 
ceasefire and a referendum for 
the mostly desert territory’s 
population to choose between in- 
tegration into Morocco or inde- 
pendence. 


Perez de Cuellar also asked 
the two sides not to resume milit- 
ary operations. 

The spokeswoman gave no due 
as to whether the next round of 
talks would see Moroccan and 
Polisario officials sit in the same 
room with U.N. officials. 


“Further progress was re- 
corded towards a just and hon- 
ourable settlement of the West- 
ern Sahara question, through a 
credible referendum,” she said. . 

The two sides have met only 
once, when King Hassan received 
Polisario leaden in January 1989 
in the Moroccan city of Mar- 
rakesh. But he has shunned furth- 
er contacts. 

Both sides have accepted the 
idea of a setf-detennination vote 
supervised by the United Nations 
but still disagree mi the size of the 
mili tary and administrative pre- 
sence Morocco should be allowed 
to leave behind during campaign- 
ing and voting. 



AGAINST SYMPATHY: An 
wlh o d ax Jewish man argots with a group of 
Israeli demonstrators protesting against the 
of Palestinian youths jailed in Ji 


The groap says t&at 1^309 Palestinian 
youths are In ove r crow ded j ails and 153 have been 
Med Mice the stmt of the intifada In December 
1987. 


Saddam Hussein says Iraqis 


will elect president this year 


PARIS (Agencies) — Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein said on 
French Television Monday that 
he hoped to hold presidential 
elections later this year, giving 
the country, for the first time in 
its long history, a freely elected 
leader. 

Hussein, in an interview with 
TFl, denied Iraq had nuclear 
«weapons. but said his country had 
arms capable of “burning half of 
Israel" should the Jewish state 
carry out another attack. 

In the interview, conducted 
Sunday night in Baghdad and 
shown Monday on the evening 
news here,*- Hussein said he in- 
tended to put his presidency on 
the line with free elections. 

“This year, if God wills it, 
there will be presidential elec- 
tions, and there will be for the 
first time in the history of Iraq, 
ancient and modern, a president 
elected in a free and democratic 
manner,” Hussein said. 

The lraqi president has in the 
past talked of holding free elec- 
tions, but'withour mentioning a 


time frame. 

“It is the people who will de- 
cide whom to elect, Saddam 
Hussein or another," the Iraqi 
leader said. “He who mil be 
chosen by the people will be the 
best. We believe in the people's 
choice.” 


build a nuclear arm to compen- 
sate for Israel’s, we see no incon- 


He said he would allow the 
Western media to cover the elec- 
tions “so they see for themselves 
whether they are carried out 
democratically.” 

Asked about Iraq's chemical 
weapons capability and reports 
that it is building a “super gun," 
the Iraqi leader said: “It is not a 
crime, if one considers what is 
happening in the rest of the 
world, that a state possesses arms 
to defend itself. We do exactly 
what France does to assure its 
own defence... but the arms we 
possess are not as efficient as 
those France has,” 

Hussein denied reports Iraq 
was developing a nuclear 
weapon, but added: “If any 
Western state wanted to help us . 


vemence. 

He said Iraq bad information 
Israel was laying the groundwork 
for another attack. "... If Israel 
were to attack Iraq or threatened 
to use the nuclear power it pos- 
sesses against Iraq, we would 
have arms capable of burning half 
of Israel,” Hussein said. 

Israel, which denies possessing 
nuclear weapons, attacked an Ira- 
qi nuclear reactor under construc- 
tion in 1981. Iraq has in the past 
threatened to use chemical 
weapons against Israel. 

Asked if be aimed to "wipe 
Israel off the map," be said: “We 
never said that. What we said was 
that if Israel attacked Iraq, or 
threatened it with its nuclear 
weaponry, Iraq had the capacity 
to scorch half of Israel. 


France has been a major arms 
supplier to Baghdad. But Hussein 
confirmed French government 
statements that France was not 
currently delivering arms to Iraq. 


Shahal wants to 
lead Israeli Labour 


TEL ’AVIV (R) — Former Ener- 
gy. Minister Moshe Shahal has 
declared his candidacy to lead 
Israel’s troubled Labour Party, 
saying he would seek agreement 
with the United States on peace 
with Palestinians. 

Shahal, an Iraqi-born lawyer 
and protege of party leader Shi- 
mon Peres, said he represented 
the younger generation which 
was ready to change the party’s 
course. 


But at 56, Shahal lacks the 
popularity of Peres, 66, and for- 
mer Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, 68, who recently chal- 
lenged Peres for the party lead- 
ership. 

“The Labour Party must sign a 
new strategic document between 
us and the United States that will 
determine three ‘noes’ — no to 
returning to 1967 borders, no 
division of Jerusalem ... and no to 
the creation of a Palestinian state 
between us and Jordan," Shahal 
told reporters. 

The United States is Israel’s 
guardian ally, supplying S3 billion 
a year m military and economic 
aid. Shahal said an agreement on 
the final aims of negotiations 


would give Israel confidence to 
begin peace talks. 

Shahal's stance reflects 
Labour’s traditional position in 
favour of trading some of the 
occupied territories in return for 
peace. Labour opposes a Palesti- 
nian state and maintains Israel 
must control “strategic areas” in 
the West Bank for “security’s 
sake.” 

He said Peres and Rabin bore 
joint responsibility for the party’s 
failure to form a government 
committed to peace talks with 
Palestinians. 

Labour brought down its coali- 
tion with Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir of the rival Likud party 
in March but fell short of winning 
the 61 votes needed to form its 
own coalition. 

Labour and Likud split over 
the participation of 150,000 
Palestinians in Arab Jerusalem in 
peace efforts. Likud said their 
participation would call into 
question the “status” of Jeru- 
salem as Israel’s “undivided, 
eternal capita).’’ 

But Labour said they should be 
represented along with an expel- 
led Palestinian in the U.S.-prop- 
osed peace talks in Cairo. 


G-7 summit 


(Contfosed from page 1) 


Union which has dominated tins 
16th annual economic summit of 
the Group of Seven.. 

The aid issue is expected to be 
addressed in an economic com- 
munique to be released Wednes- 
day. The leaders are expected to 
agree to have a study done on the 
Soviet economy to determine its 
needs, and allow each country to 
help Gorbachev in its own way. 

The statement dearly repre- 
sented a co m promi s e. U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush and West Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
have been at odds on whether to 
offer immediate aid to help Gor- 
bachev’s straggling economy. 

The political communique said 
democratic and economic re- 
forms in tiie Soviet Union will put 
Moscow “in a position to fulfil in 
responabiSties in the community 
.of nations.” 

It added: “We welcome the 
intention of the Soviet Union to 
increasingly democratise its poli- 
tical system and also Soviet 
moves to reform the economy of 
the country according to market- 
oriented principles.” 

The communique also deman- 
ded tiie release of all hostages 
held in Lebanon by pro-Iranian 
factions, saying they had suffered 
enough. 


$3.1b U.S. -Saudi 



.WASHINGTON (R) — Saudi 
-Arabia has signed a $3.1 billion 
deal to buy 315 M-1A2 tanks and 
support equipment from General 
Dynamics Corp., the U.S. -De- 
face Department said Monday. 

The deal, which was approved 
by the U.S. Congress last year 
but has been awaiting a final 
Saudi go-ahead, was signed Sun- 
day. It will provide a major finan- 
cial boost for the big U.S. de- 
fence firm. 

General Dynamics said it was 
very pleased by the agreement,' 
under which it would defter the 
tanks to the Landis between 1993 
and 1995. 

The U.S. army decided last 
year not to buy any more M-l 
■ tanks, and . officials at General 
Dynamics said Monday the SaikS 
deal would allow the firm to keen 
open at least one of its two plants 
— the one at Luna, Ohio — and 
perhaps its second plant at War- 
ren, Michigan. 

The Bush administration said 
when it asked Congress to 'allow 
the deal last autumn that the 
tanks would bolster Saudi de- 
fences against potential threats as 
well as reinforcing its trust and 
confidence in Washington’s sup- 
port of Arab states. 

The United States gave conces- 
sions to Israel at the time and 
avoided a bruising battle with the 
powerful pro- Israel lobby on 


Capitol Hill. The^ptopqsal' - 
cleared Cbngresswfofoot formal 
objection.' • -i - 
“On July 8, the En^tom of 
Saudi \ Arabia, agreed the, 
purchase of 315 M'lA2 Abrams ‘ 
tanks from the United. States,” 
the Defence Department said 
Monday in a brief hews release. 

• “With support equipment, 
spare parts, training,/ facilities 
construction -and munitions, the 
vtene of -tbe sale- will . total over 
three billion dollars.” . 

Defence industry officials said 
earlier that an agreement by the 
Saudis to go ahead with tbe~tank 
deal could provide a 'boost .to 
General Dynamics towards other 
foreign tank deals. 

Those officials smd the firm 
was also hoping, .to convince Bri- 
tain to buy M-IA2s' instead of' 
either 'British, French, or West 
German tanks. -. 

Tn. addition to : the tank deal, 
the Bush administration 
announced plans last month for 
another $1 bflGori-anns deal with 
Saudi Arabia,: including 
.armoured vehicles, anti-tank mis- 
siles and upgrading of airborne 
radar- warning planes^ '• 

- Congress .has not vetoed that 
deal to date after the Defence 
Department emphasised that the 
equipment was mainly ofa defen- 
sive nature . and. would not 
threaten Israel. “ • 


S. Arabia condemns 


Iranian ‘sick voices’ 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
denounced “sick voices” in Iran 
Monday for challenging its 
account of a stampede in a tunnel 
near Mecca in which more than 
1,400 pilgrims were’ killed. 

The Saudi Press Agency, mom- 
. to red in Nicosia, quoted an offi- 
cial source as saying:' “Sick voices 
in Iran launched through the. in- 
formation media and rulers ... a 
misleading campaign of lies -on 
the tunnel incident.” 

Saudi Arabia has blamed last 
week’s disaster on panic by pil- 
grims and their failure to follow 
instructions. It said the deaths of 
1,426 people was an act of God. 

In Iran,PariiameijtajySpeaker 
Mehdi Karrubi accused the Saudi 
Arabians of incompetence, while 


the English-language newspaper 
Kayhan International said the., 
disaster was sot -an .accident. 

Kayhan claimed the stainpede 
(hiring the annual pilgrimage 
Started after SandS security forees 
.fixed on a group :of -pflgnms.. 

TbeSaiKboffHaal recalledpast 
violence in which he -said Iranians 
iwere involved, including anti- 
American riots, during the 1987 
; pilgrimage in which at least 400 
people, mostly : Iranians, were 
Hied. - . 

He also cited frombmg? near 
Mecca last year in which a Paki-. 
state -pilgrim, was-killed and. 16 
people ’were .woimded Saudi 
Arabia subsequently beheaded -16 
Kuwaitis/intindteg 103>f Iranian 
origin, aftefftfadirig themgedhy.' 


Israel detains thousands 


of Palestinians — Amnesty 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Palestinians were 
imprisoned for political reasons 
.in Israel and the occupied terri- 
tories during 1989, Amnesty In- 
ternational said Wednesday. 

In Israel and the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, more than 
260 unarmed Palestinian civilians 
were shot dead by Israeli forces, 
many in a pattern suggesting tiie 
government was actively en- 
couraging extrajudicial execu- 
tions, Amnesty said in its annnal 
report 

Judicial executions increased 
during the year in Iran, where at 
least 1,000 people were hanged 
under a new law imposing tiie 
death penalty as mandatory for 
drugs possession, the report said. 

“Saudi Arabia and the Arab 
Republic of Yemen saw dramatic 
increases in the number of death 
sentenes and executions, by 
hanging, beheading and stoning,” 
Amnesty said. 

Widespread torture continued 
in most Middle East countries, 
often used indiscriminately dur- 
ing interrogation or as a punish- 
ment, the report added. 

In general. Amnesty said, 
thousands of people were impris- 
oned in the Middle East during 


1989 by governments repressing 
political opponents and religious 
or ethnic groups; ’ ‘ ' 

The London-based . human 
rights group, said that 
thousands of political prisoners 
were imprisoned in Iraq, many of 
them members of Kurdish 
opposition groups. 

. It also said Egypt had detained 
• more than 8,000 alleged suppor- 
ters of Mamie opposition groups 
for periods . of one to three 
months without charges, some 
repeatedly. 

Government forces in Lebanon 
arbitrarily arrested hundreds of 
suspected political opponents, 
while tn Syria thousands of poli- 
tical opponents remained in de- 
tention under emergency laws. 
Amnesty said. 

It added that ShTite Muslim 
leaders and their followers were 
detailed in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 
and Bahrain, often •- without 
charge or trial, for alleged politic- 
al opposition. 

Hundreds of people were also 
arrested in Saudi Arabia during 
the' holy pilgrimage following 
bomb attacks in Mecca, Amnesty 
said, and 16 Kuwaitis woe ex- 
ecuted in Saudi Arabia in connec- 
tion with the attacks. - 
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C o mpMm s .................. 7871 

Telephone Information 

(drreetocy — ata a ce) 121 

Overseas ChQ* Ol0Z» 

Central Amman Telephone 
Report 623101 

AMaQTefe|£oae Repairs ..... 661101 

Jordan Tdmrision 773111 

RaSo Jordan 774111 

Water Authority .... 680100 

Jordan Elcetridty Authority 815615 

rffrU/K TOWQ 

Company ... ............... 636381 

RI Flight Information .. — .. 08*33200 
Queen A6a totL Airport 08-53flP0 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 

Khalidi Maternity, J.Ama. 

Akfieh Maternity, J. Amo.., 
Jabal Amman Maternity.... 

Mafias, J. Amman 

Palestine. Shtnesani ........ 

S hmrirani Hospital 

University Hospital 

AWdtashcr Hospital 

The Islamic, Abdafi 

AI-AML Abdali — — 

Italian, AMdnfa^reen 

Ai- Bashir, J. AshrsScfa 

Army, Maria 

Queen Afia Hospital 

Amal Ho sp i tal 

ZAKQA: 

Zar?a Govt Hospital ...... 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Iba$tna Hospital 

DtBID: 

Princess Batura Hospital .. 
Greek CathoUc Hospital 

Jbu Al Nafces Hospital 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital — 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 

642362 

.... 636140 
664171/4 
.... 669131 
.....845845 
,. 667227/9 
666127/37 
.. 664164/6 
.. 777101/3 

775111/26 
891611/15 
.60224060 
674155 


Jotdamm (RJ) ioform&noa demit- 
meat at the Queen Alts Intcfamooal 
Airport TeL (06)S3200-5, where it 
sboaU always be ratified. 


MdS 

1&30 

ifcti 
19*5 
19-.25 


2220 


Kuwait (KU) 

Dubai (EK) 

Ankara, Istanbul I 

Kuwait (add.) I 

Frankfort! 

Damascus) 

....... Paris, Damascus I 



MARKET KKBS 


Royal Jordanian (fU) Rights 
(Tarmburi 1) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Tormina! 1) - 


Lfaeriowwr price in Bh por k*. 



Ifctt .. 
19*0 .. 
1020 .. 
105*5 .. 
IfeS .. 
ffc0S .. 
1720 ... 
IfefiO „ 
1840 „ 
1830 .. 
1830 - 
1828 .. 
J835.. 
1825 « 
1920 - 
1*545 „ 


Durascosl 

— Jeddah ( 

— Laraaca ( 

._™ Dubai, Aba Dhabi I 
Doha, Bahrain | 

— Cairo I 

— ..... London 4 

New York (add.) < 

Baghdadi 

Pgrisl 

Jeddah (add.) (RJ> 

Pste (RJ) 

Frankfort I 

........................ Hostel 

Aqaba | 

- Madrid (RJ) 

Jeddah (add.) (RJ) 


1240 .. 
1*15 .. 
1220 H 
13*0 » 
1320 « 
14.-00 .. 
17:15 ., 
2*40 . 
2b00 . 
23:10 .. 
2130 .. 
21345 .. 
21.-45 ... 
23*0 
0328 . 


Cairo (Rl) 

.. Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

— Tams, Casa hUnra(Rj) 

London < 

Jeddah (add.) ( 

— — — Ba*hcfod( 

Aqaba( 


Apple 

Apricots 1 


Banana (Mokemmar) 

Beans ■■■— • 

Cabbage -,... : v‘7 

Cam* 




Knwak I 

Riy*lh| 

NmrDdfaH 

- Cairo! 

— Abu Dhabi, DnM< 
— — Calcutta, Bangkok! 

...Jeddah (add.) < 

Bahrain. Doha! 


700/600' 
500/400 
509 £450 
430/400 
280/220 
;O0/ 96 
200/130. 
200/150 
150 /-100 


fnlMIM "smu 


0«H>r Flight. (Tarmlnsl 2) 


Qnfflowr 

Cora _____ - 

t arMfr b era fmafl) ^. 380/120 

4007 300 

5*5*°*- — 320.^80 

Crap* Uw. 280/ 220 

“2*- v — — : '480/380 

-Maflwr esmj~ML. 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


0825 

09:15 

1*25 


- - Laraaca, Zurich 1 

Beaut C 

. Rome I 


omon(dty). 


Peaches . 


*£»/» 

--200/130 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


72bs information a snppBed by Roya/ 


0925 Baghdad (IA) 

10s4i Ljmac a(CY) 

11:00 Jeddah (5V) 

13J00 Bcogbaa (LH) 

13:15 Sana'a, Jeddah (TY) 

1328 _.. s Cairo (MS) 


11*0 Btedadi 

JJ2 Lan»c» (CV> 

11340 Jeddah (SV) 

“2 Benghazi fLN) 

1*05 — Cairo (MS) 

14:13 Jeddah, Sana’a <1Y) 








Street mefoa^ 
Tomioes ;Li, 
Waterraetoa j, 


230/200 
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$1.8 m 



n. assistance 

j-) ■“ UP®® rwom- poises to 17,500 farm families at 
^^ mendati on bj the Executive ST^mge 6 nKsXTpS 

fannly and for a period of 135 
days from the dap of food ship- 
ments arrive to Jordan in Novem- 
ber. 

To determine the number of 
small farmers and livestock own- 
ers in the govemorates of Ma'an, 

Kazak and Tafileh, who were 
most seriously affected by the 

- _ . ^ drought, a field assessment was 

°y _?? a*j«ts carried out in May jointly by the 
office of the World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP) in Amman and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and with 
the partidpatioD of the agricultu- 
ral directorates at these govem- 


k Kw ^ Director of the Work! FoodProg- 
l * nw ?l e » James Ingram, Hie proc- 
provide emergency 
fo the drouBht- 
^PanDj^' saa ^ ^rowrs and Uve- 

f k ***** brcct ^rs in the eastern and 
7 tZ\ «nrt«cni districts of the King- 
i'niu? /S ? on, i ** * to*®* oo st of more than 

will 
a?.* 1 
7 


, _ tfiscusscd by the Minister of Agri- 

cen^iij a * Knie Snlaiman Arabiyat and 
J Ingram during the latter’s visit to 

Jordan-, last month. 

ijJW- Tbe_ emergency assistance will rai oirec 
. UMuptiac the dis tribution o f 4255 amazes. 

tomes of Wheat flour, 215 tonnes Two thousand and four hun- 
of vegetable oil and 430 tonnes of dried farmers and 2,456 Livestock 
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owners in Ma'an Govcmorate, 
■6,250 fanners and 1,842 livestock 
owners in Karak Governorate 
and 3,255 farmers and 1 ,260 lives- 
tock owners in Tafileh Governo- 
rs te who own a maximum of 100 
dunums of arable land and 100 
beads of live-stock will be be- 
nefiting from the assistance. 

The emergency food assistance 
represents partial compensation 
for the; losses mfHr»«»d on die 
small farmers and their cereal 
crops and small livestock owners 
on their grazing land as a result of 
the drought that occured during 
the 1989/90 agricultural season. 

With this emergency assist- 
ance, the total WFP aid to Jordan 
during the years 1990/95 will 
amount to almost $35 million. 


Jerash Festival opens today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The ancient standards and traditions to the 
Greco- Roman city of Jerash will outside world," according to 
come to life once again Wednes- *Akram Masarweh, director- 
day with the official opening of general of fo$ festival's organis- 


the ninth Jerash Festival of Cul- 
ture and Arts at a ceremony to be 
held undeT the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

The Queen is expected to light 
the torch, formally declaring the 
17-day festival open for the public 
and for activities by folk troupes 
from eight foreign and four Arab 
countries. 

Several folk troupes from Jor- 
dan wfil participate in this year’s 
activities along with poets from 
many Arab states who will have 
poetry recitals almost daily. 

“Although the Jerash festival 
1990 is scaled down in terms of 
international participation this 
year, the event will be another 
landmark in Jordan’s efforts to 
present its artistic and cultural 


mg committee. 

Entry charges and prices of 
tickets for the various perform- 
ances at the theatres and open-air 
sites are in the same range as last 
year: JD 1 for entry and tickets 
ranging from JD 1 to JD 6 per 
event. 

Queen Noor inaugurated the 
first festival in 1981 when a spe- 
cial festival committee was cre- 
ated to supervise the events. 

On Monday, the Queen toured 
the various sites of the Jerash 
festival, inspecting last minute 
preparations for the opening day. 

The Queen was acco mpa nied 
on her tour by Masarweh and 
committee members as well as 
the Jerash district governor, the 
mayor and other officials. 


ACC ministers present outline 

% 

of discussions on environment 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty ministers from Iraq, Yemen, environment. It also aims at coor- 
King Hussein received at the Egypt and Jordan will study a dinating ACC strategies in dis- 
Koyal Court Tuesday ministers draft agreement on cooperation posing of dangerous waste and at 
responsible for the protection of in protecting the environment preparing a contingency plan to 
the environment In the fmw. and an executive programme for * ' '•* *■* ■“ — 


environment in the four- 
member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) countries. 

At the meeting, which was 
attended by ACC Secretary- 
Genera] Hilmi Nam mar, the 
ministers presented an outline of 
the deliberations they opened 
Tuesday to discuss coordination 
among the ACC member coun- 
tries in local government affairs 
and means of protecting the en- 
vironment. 

At their two-day meeting the 


the implementation of an ACC 
agreement on local government. 

At the outset of the session the 
ministers delivered speeches ex- 
pressing their countries keenness 
on following up measures to en- 
sure protection for the environ- 
ment. 

The agreement on environ- 
mental affairs is ■ designed to 
launch close cooperation among 
the four states to unify their 
position regionally and interna- 
tionally in mattera related to the 


deal with environmental disas- 
ters. ■ 

Minister of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environment 
Abdul Karim Al Dughmi said 
chat the ministers will discuss 
ways of promoting ACC coopera- 
tion in local government fields in 
the light of the agreement which 
also calls for stepping up an ex- 
change of expertise and informa- 
tion and organising training 
courses for municipal staff and 
twinning of Arab cities. 
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Ambiguity over Petra Bank’s fate 
stirs unrest among its employees 


By P.V. Vrofcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Amid reports 
that the financially troubled 
Petra Bank is about to be 
liquidated to make way for 
another banking institution of 
a different nature, the associa- 
tion representing its 700 em- 
ployees has vowed to resist any 
changes that would result in 
loss of jobs. 

“While we do not exactly 
know what Is going to happen 
to Petra Bank, we do know 
that we will not allow any of its 
employees to lose bis or her 
job,” said Haidar Rashid,, 
president of the Association of 
Banking and Insurance Em- 
ployees in Jordan. “One of the 
main elements in an agreement 
we signed (with the manage- 
ment committee of Petra 
Bank) eaxiier tins year is a 
stipulation that the employees 
of the bank will not low their 
jobs no matter what happens 
to the bank.” 

Rashid was referring to an 
accord that ended a week-long 
“protest action” by Petra Bank . 
employees in A|»jL..Ftiiitiq^.--. 
out that the agreement was.:.' 
endorsed by the Ministry of 
Labour, he said, “the govern- 
ment also has an equal respon- 
sibility to ensure that the terms . 
of the accord are not violated." 

The association headed by 
Rashid is an umbrella orga- 
nisation for all banking mid 
insurance sector employees 


with an estimated membership 
strength of about 6,000. 
According to Rashid, about 80 
per cent of Petra Bank’s 700 
employees are formal mem- 
bers ami “95 per cent are very 
dose to the assodation.” 
Petra Bank employees said 
reports in the local press, sug- 
gesting that they might be 
given “compensation” instead 
of employment guarantees 
under an envisaged plan to 
liquidate the bank, had stirred 
unrest in several branches 
Tuesday. “We are totally in 
the dark about our fate,” said a 
woman employee who asked 
not be identified. “Reports are 
now talking about “termination 
compensation’ instead of 
guaranteed continued employ- 
ment. and tins possibility has 
upset many of us.” 

Against the thick veil of 
secrecy drawn by the manage- 
ment committee and other au- 
thorities over whatever fate 
awaits the bank, all kinds of 
speculation have hit the local 
scene, and “this has led to 
further complicating the situa- 
tion,” according to an econom- 
ist. 

JZashid, .an officer of the 
Jordan National Bank, told the 
Jordan Times Tuesday the 
association was seeking a 
meeting with the minister of 
labour to reaffirm its position 
and clarify the ambiguity sur- 
rounding the fate of Petra 
Bank. “We are also planning 
to hold a general meeting for 


all Petra Bank employees to 
discuss the situation and draw 
up a strategy if they are 
threatened with loss of job,” 
be said. “However, we believe 
that the government has yet 
. to- take a final decision on the 
bank's future. In the mean- 
time, we believe that we have a 
i right to know what is going 
on.” 

“As a trade union, it is also 
our duty to ensure that none of 
our members loses his or her 
job,” he said. “We will adopt 
whatever action is agreed upon 
to achieve this end.” 

According ro informed 
sources, the government is 
studying several proposals for- 
warded to it by the manage- 
ment committee of the bulk 
which has been steadily losing 
money even after the govem- 
. ment took it over in August 
last year. At least two sources 
said the government was in 
favour of a proposal calling for 
the liquidation of the bank and 
creation of another entity in its 
place which will retain most of 
the present employees. 

A usually reliable source 
said last month that the gov- 
ernment was on the verge of 
announcing its decision. But 
no announcement was made 
during (he month, leading to 
speculation that the relevant 
government agencies, which 
were supposed to recommend 
feasible action to the Council 
of Ministers, were either hav- 
ing second thoughts or the 


government was studying their 
recommendations. A senior 
official said late last month that 
no issue related to Petra Bank 
bad been placed before the 
Cabinet yet. 

Unconfirmed reports have 
said that the new entity will be 
oriented as an “export promo- 
tion bank” — one of the ideas 
under consideration by the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
in its efforts to increase Jor- 
dan’s exports. Few details have 
emerged of the plan, which, 
according to sources, focuses 
on an entity which can provide 
export credits and encourage 
foreign investments. 

A report which appeared in 
the local press Tuesday said all 
deposits of the public with Pet- 
ra Bank would be transferred 
to another unnamed bank and 
a new company will be set up 
to handle issues related to Pet- 
ra Bank's debts. The report, 
which attributed the informa- 
tion to unidentified “well- 
informed sources,” said the 
bank’s creditors as well as de- 
btors would be linked to the 
new company, “which will 
operate under Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) supervision.” 

No official or independent 
confirmation of the report was 
immediately available but a 
source close to the bank said 
the report was “not folly accur- 
ate,” and declined to elaborate. 

“One tiling is certain,” said 
a banking source. “A merger 
of Petra Bank with the Jordan 


Gulf Bank (as originally plan- 
ned in August last year) is no 
longer in the cards.” 

According to Tuesday’s re- 
port in the press, the CBJ has 
already pumped in about JD 
200 million to help Petra Bank 
since its take-over in August. 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi has said that the 
government had guaranteed 
that no depositor with Petra 
Bank would lose anything. The 
total amount of public deposits 
with Petra Bank is estimated at 
around JD 130 million. 

The source quoted in Tues- 
days press report denied sug- 
gestions that an unnamed 
banking institution from the 
Gulf may “buy” Petra Bank. 
But a source contacted by the 
Jordan Times said the poten- 
tial buyer was “very much in- 
terested.” 

According to banking cir- 
cles, the total debts of Petra 
Bank, excluding public de-. 
posits, are in die region of JD 
270 million to JD 280 million, 
. and the source told the Jordan 
Times that the “potential 
buyer” was interested in the 
bank minus its debts. The 
potential buyer, according to 
the source, “prefers to leave 
the problem of debts to the 
CBJ and other concerned au- 
thorities after taking into con- 
sideration the debts while de- 
termining the purchase value 
of the bank.” The source de- 
clined to give any suggested 
“purchase value” for the bank. 


Faqir satisfied with pilgrimage 

* t 

despite ‘certain shortcomings’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ali 
Faqir Tuesday confirmed that 
only four Jordanian pilgrims had 
died in the stampede near Mecca 
on the Ekl Al Adha day on July 
2, and that 14 other .pilgrims: 
from Jordan and the occupied 
Arab territories died of old age 
and disease. 

0 

Addressing a press conference 
following his return from Mecca, 
the minister said that two elderly 
pilgrims are still receiving treat- 
ment at Saudi hospitals and that 
46 pilgrims, including 18 from the 
Gaza Strip, did not report to the 
Jordanian mission in Mecca and 
are still unaccounted for. 

Faqir said that the 46 could 
have delayed their return to Jor- 
dan in order to search for employ- 
ment in Saudi Arabia, but their 
passports and their return bus 
tickets have been handed over to 
the Jordanian consulate in Jed- 


dah to make arrangements for 
their travel. 

The Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Suoday said that 
four pilgrims were killed in the 
stampede inside a tunnel near 
Mecca and named those who died 
of natural causes. 

The minister announced at the 
press conference that several offi- 
cials at the national agency re- 
sponsible for pilgrimage wfll be 
referred to court for trial for their 
failure to carry out their duties 
and responsibilities during the 
pilgrimage season especially in 
Mecca. 

He said that some of those 
officials failed taking propter ac- 
tion regarding travel facilities and 
providing the required services. 

The minister accused the agen- 
cy’s board of directors of pre- 
meditating to make the pilgrim- 
age season a failure for Jordan, 
and said that the ministry Had 


proof as those responsible for the 
failures have confessed. 

“The ministry is going to take 
administrative measures a gainst 
those shirking responsibility or 
failing in their duty,” the minister 
said. 

“The Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs has made arrange- 
ments for every 10 pilgrims to be 
put up in a large room, thus 
providing better accommodation 
facilities than those offered to 
pilgrims from other countries 
who had to crowd at the rate of 15 
pilgrims to a room,” Faqir 
pointed out. 

He said that each pilgrim paid 
this year JD 45, less than last 
year’s charges, and that the pil- 
grimage season was successful on 
the whole despite certain short- 
comings. 

Faqir thanked the Saudi Ara- 
bian government for the assist- 
ance and facilities offered to the 
pilgrims. 


Thousands of Iraqi 
tourists visit Jordan 
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By Caroline Farqj ; 

AMMAN— At least 18,000 Iraqi 
nationals have so far visited Jor- 
dan’s archaeological and tourist 
sites this summer and greater 
numbers are expected to come to 
the Kingdom tins year, according 
to Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Karim KabaritL 
The minister told the Jordan 
Times that at least 10,977 Iraqis 
had arrived by air and nearly 
1,300 others by land on a monthly 
basis. 

The .minister said that Iraqi 
narimmlri are now free to travel 


f-j nanonais arc uow uw w 

abroad following thefiftingof res- 
3 J"j- trictions imposed on them during 
the eight-year long Gulf conflict, 
i Earlier tins year the minister 
was quoted as saying that as many 

&Z* as 100,000 fragis could be visiting 
tiie Kingdom, boosting the tour- 
ism industry in tbe country and 




further cementing brotherly ties 
between Iraq and Jordan. 

The Jordanian government has 
made available ample facilities to 
accommodate the influx of tour- 
ists in Jordan especially during 
tbe summer, when expatriates are 
flooding the country visiting rela- 
tives and families, Kabariti 
added. 

The Jordanian government has 
implemented ail provisions in an 
agreement on cooperation in 
tourism signed by the four- 
member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) of which Jordan 
is a member. 

He said Jordan awaited the 
three other ACC members : Iraq, 
Yemen and Egypt to implement 
their share in tbe agre em ent, 
which caOs for facilities to be 
given to ACC nationals visiting 
member countries. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

• • 0 

The fbBomng listings am compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 
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• Open studio aid workshop for artist Sarnia Zara displaying 
nwtetiacSi senfotares and hand-printed fabrics. Location: off 

Circle, opposite Rosenthal <*30-1:30 and 3:30-634). 

• of f ^A i ni csj sculpture attd p aintin g s by Gasbme 
FfcknoB at Alfa Art Gdtay. 

• plastic art exMbttfan by Rodabm and Baba Haddad at the 
Soaring Bank Complex hafl- 

FIUMS 


■ |rywi **TiwHfart and Jtoy” at foe British Council — foil 

•” &t tbrFIdfaddplifa movfe 


pju. 

• Film entitled f *MudiBue Soosaidn’ 
theatre — 9:00 pjn. 


8i38 - 11:00 P-m- 

• Coaeerts by Jordan Armed Fftrces Band (fefl© - 7:00 

■ local ftA troupe (7:00 - 8ti)0 p-«-) and Jordan National Troope 
(fc30 - W0 pjm.) -stt tbe Forum. 

• Arabic chfldwn’s play at Artemis steps — 7-J0 - 9M pjn- 


National charter commission to 
hold plenary session Saturday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe general have been holrfing a series of 
commission in charge of drafting meetings in the past week to be 
tbe national charter will bold a ready for tbe Saturday meeting, 
plenary session on Saturday to Obediat described work by all 
review the work of specialised *fa® suh-ownmittes as progressing^ 
sub-committees set up last month satisfactorily, and expressed be- 


and discuss proposals that could 
be put forth to the committee 


members, according to an t*®* 1 mouth. 


lief that a major achievement 
could be made by the middle of 


announcement by the commis- 
sion Chairman Ahmad Obeidat. 
Commission members will be 


The 60-member general com- 
mission, set np last April upon 
directives from His Majesty King 


folly briefed on the progress of Hussein, has been entrusted with 
work conducted by the five sub- drafting a national charter to 
committees, especially work in guhte the democratisatioa pro- 
tire fiekl of education and culture, t* 3 ® m Jordan, 
legal affairs, political pluralism At its last meeting, on June 2, 
and the general framework, sub- -the commission set up five sub- 
committee. ' committees to help the comnris- 

1 Ideas by the sub-committees sRm’s endeavours in culture and 
on economic and social life in education, pluralism, economic 
Jordan and matters of national a °d social fields, national security 
security will be reviewed at tire an d a general framework sub- 
meeting,” Obeidat said. aMnmhtee to embody tire work of 

The sub-congnittees, he added, all the sub-committees. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ghababsheh opens scout camp 

AJLOUN (Petra) — Youth Minister Ibrahim Ghababsheh 
Tuesday opened the first national scouting camp at Ajlonn 
permanent scouting camp. Taking part in the camp are 88 scoots 
from various parts of tire Kingdom. The 5th n atio nal scoots and 
guides camp was opened Tuesday at Princess Rahma Social 
Development Centre at Allan in Bakja governorate. Taking part 
in tire camp are 250 scouts and girl guides from the various 
education departments throughout Jordan. 

Jordanian-Egyptian Committee to discuss ties 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Joint Jordanian-Egyptian Committee 
bolds a meeting Thursday to discuss means of boosting commer- 
cial exchange and removing obstacles facing tire smooth flow of 
merchandise between Jordan and Egypt. Tbe Jordanian ride to 
'the meetings mil be headed by foe Ministry of Industry and 
Trade’s Secretary General Ibrahim Badran while tbe Egyptian 
side mil be chaired by tbe Ministry of Economy and External 
Trade Under-Secretary Fakhmddin Aim Al Izz. The two rides are - 
expected to formulate a new trade protocol, with a vahie of $300 
million, to replace the $250 million former protocol. Tbe 
committee’s dedsions and recommendations will be submitted to 
tire Higher Joint .Jordaman-Egyptfen Committee during its 
meeting in Amman next week. 

Envoy to New Zealand named 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree has been issued endorsing 
tire appointment of Saad Batameh as- non-resident ambassador 
e xtraor d in ary and plenipotentiary to New Zealand. 


Gorbachev 


(Continued from page 1) 


Asked if he thought Ugacfaev’s 
political career was over, Proko- 
fiev replied, “Yes, 1 think so^” 
Prokofiev told reporters that 
•Vladimir Ivashko, president of | 
the Ukraine, the Soviet Union’s 
second largest republic and a key 
agricultural and energy- 
producing region, was the 
favourite for the new post of! 
Gorbachev’s deputy. 

The number two man is ex- 
pected to play a greater role in 
ranning the party because Gor- 
bachev also is the country’s presi- 
dent. Selection of Ivashko also 
could be a bid to nip separatist 
currents in the Ukraine, and tie it 
more closely to Moscow. 

Gorbachev ackirowledged that 
his attention has been divided 
between the Soviet presidency 
and the party leadership, bat that 
he hoped a new party structure 
would settle tbe problem. 

He warned traditionalists at tire 
opening of Tuesday’s session they 
could not continue ruling their 
territory like feudal lords. 


Indian envoy 
arrives today 
with message 
from Singh 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior Indi- 
an official is expected to arrive 
here Wednesday carrying a mes- 
sage from Prime Minister V.P. 
Singh to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, diplomatic sources said 
Tuesday. 

They said tire message, carried 
by Upper House Deputy Speaker 
Nejma Hebtullah, deals with bi- 
lateral relations as well as the 
dispute between India and Pakis- 
tan over the Kashmir Valley. 

Although fears of a war be- 
tween India and Pakistan have 
receded after both rides rede- 
ployed their border forces. New 
Delhi and Islamabad are pursuing 
diplomatic offensives aimed at 
securing international support for 
their respective positions in tbe 
conflict. 

During her visit to Jordan, 
Hebtullah, a member of the 
opposition Congress (I) Party of 
former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, will also hold talks with 
Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi and Low- 
er House Speaker Suleiman 
Arar, according to the sources. 
Hebtullah leaves Amman Friday. 

The Indian politician's visit to 
Jordan coincides with a tour of 
Arab states by Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto aimed at 
gaining backing for Islamabad’s 
stand in tbe Kashmir dispute 
prior to a meeting of Islamic 
foreign ministers in Cairo later 
this month. Bhutto, who was in 
Baghdad Tuesday bolding talks 
with Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. is scheduled to visit Kuwait, 
Qatar and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 


Narcotics bureau warns 
Arabs of drugs spread 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman-based Arab Bureau for 
Narcotics Tuesday warned the 
Arab countries to take extra pre- 
cautions to prevent heroin from 
being shifted to their regions 
from America. 

The bureau chief. Brigadier 
Hashem Al Qaia, told a meeting 
of o fficiate in change of combat- 
ting drag trafficking in the four- 
member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) countries that re- 
cent heroin seizures point to the 
fact that smugglers from L a tin 
America are planning to shift 
four illicit trade to tire Arab area. 

“TTm calls for extra alertness and 

.closer cooperation qmong foe 
| Arab states in thwarting tire traf- 

I tickers plans,” Qaisi said. 
Opening the two-day meeting 
was Brigadier Izzeddin Zaza, 
director of the Public Security 


Department’s Narcotics Depart- 
ment, who said that, based on 
experts estimates, the 1990s are 
bound to witness an upsurge in 
tire illict trade of drugs of all 
types. 

“The closer Arab societies 
come in dealings with foreign 
countries, foe greater is the 
n« for becoming exposed to 
the danger of drugs which plagues 
other societies of foe world,” 
Zaza said. 

He said more and more Arab 
students had been going abroad 
for studies and their stay in drug- 
infested nations could bring ab- 
out adverse effects on them and 
the Arab society as a whole. 

Zaza urged ACC states to 
coordinate their efforts towards 
uprooting tire habit of drug taking 
by adopting effective measures to 
.combat the UKat trade. 


Jordan stresses need to 
help Palestinian education 


AMMAN (Petra) — Education 
Minister Mohammad Ham dan 
said Tuesday that the Palestinians 
“are currently facing the ugliest 
of all wars — a war designed to 
deprive the Palestinian students 


1967 and has foiled all Israeli 
attempts to forge, tamper with or 
distort foe curricula. 

“The ministry has produced 
special radio and television prog- 
rammes for Palestinian students. 


of their right to education, uproot broadcast through Jordan radio 
them from their history and television,” foe minister said, 
poison their national aspira- Hamdan pointed out that the 
tions.” massive flow of Soviet emigres to 

Addressing the opening session foe occupied Arab territories 
of a five-day meeting of foe Arab pose real dangers to tbe present 
Educational Council for Palesti- and future Arab generations, 
man Affairs, H a m da n said that Also addressing foe session was 
Israel plans to dose “Palestinian a senior official from foe Arab 
educational institutions, disrupt League’s Palestine Department 
tbe education curricula and pro- who called on foe council to “live 
cess in tbe occupied Arab terri- up to tire great expectations pin- 
to ries and distort historical facts next on it by form ulating and 
which strengthen foe bonds be- adopting recommendations cap- 
tween these students and tbe able of foiling the Israeli plans, 
cultural and human Arab “Samir Mansouri, bead of tbe Arab 
values-” League Palestine Follow Up sec- 

Hamdan said that strong rela- tion, said foe council shoulders 
tions between Jordan and Pales- great responsibilities towards the 
tine have united the national con- . Palestinian students under these 
cents of foe two peoples and circumstances when schools and 
prompted them to intensify universities are closed indefinite, 
efforts at all levels to counter the ly by the Israeli authorities. He 
c h a l le ng e s posed by Israel. said that schools and universities 
H am dan outlined the minis- have been closed since the begin- 
try’s efforts to safeguard the ning of the Palestinian uprising 32 > 
school curricula in West Bank months ago, thus denying the 
schools from Israeli attempts to Palestinian children and students 
distort them, saying that foe their basic right to education, 
ministry has applied the Jorda- Taking part in tire meetings are 
man school curricula in foe West representatives of Syria, Jordan, 
Bank school since the Israeli Egypt, Palestine and the Arab 
occupation of tbe territory in League. 



The Private Services Development Project 
(PSDP) witt be sponsoring a three day 

from 22-24 July < 4590 at the Jordan 
Inter-Continental Hotel, featuring 
international experts from The World Trade 
Institute of New: York. Special attention will 
be given to: 


W WBVRRETOIG PLANS 

- - 

Tf^SPOI^TON^ERVICES 

cre 

' '-'iniEGBCnGnBNB^ 


V; Registra^m^ee: JLD.J6&000 , i 
Duration :Three Days ( [imcheon Provided) 
For information Concerning Regfstsatibn Please 
Contact: ' t L l ^ 

Tel: 686945 Fax 688947 
P O. Box 830348 (Zahran) 


~~~ ■“ • ■ 







I 


— - -. y ' " i _. .. w . — -V- r ZS. : ~ V- 


Op 


inion 


& Analy 


” ' . •: ’ ■• ■ # :v 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, W U, 199C 


Jordan Times 


An mdcpradau Arab pdibal (biy pabbsbed in English by (be Jordan Pm r ounc bii oa. 
Esubfahcd 1975 

w^Vi - 11 * — j» ^ L jJaJYL jj jin; ■■ v,^ . 1 - Vj/ Vw 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD At RAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-ui-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.0. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Numbers vs. resources: 
Future is in the balance 


TODAY maria World Population Day. World population has been 
growing steadily for many centuries, but during this century it has 
doubled and now stands at five bflfioo. Jordan is at the top list of 
countries with the highest population growth rate. If the present 
rate continues, Jordan’s population wiB reach six iwifion by the 
turn of the century. Gives the country’s n a tur al resources, arable 
land and water, the figure is very alarm mg. There wffl be great 
demand on education and medical services. There wffl be an 
•increased demand for houses. 

The main dties of the country will become overcrowded. 

Amman alone, at th*i moment homing over owe mflUnn people, wilt 

jump the two miDion figure. And with 65 per cent of the population 
under 35 years of age, there wffl be a great demand for jobs and 
greater pressure on wage earners. In crowded dties, with less 
water for sanitation diseases associated with lack of hygiene wfll 
spread. And with increased sha nt y tow ns and rising unemploy- 
ment, crime, already on the rise, wffl become a fr i g ht e ni ng 
phenomenon. 

This fa not a doomsday prediction. Other countries in Latin 
America, Aria and Africa have gone through tids experience before 
ns. Nigeria fa only one example and Lagos testifies to cities that 
have swelled out of all proportions. 

A study made by the Ministry of Social Development has 
concluded that poverty, estimated at the moment at 22 per cent of 
the population, fa rampant among families with 10 or more 
children. It is not a secret that parents with the highest number of 
children an the least educated and the poorest. They can nera 1 
provide their children wfth enough medical and other types of care 
or adequate education. What people need is proper education in 
family planning matters. If it worked in Imfia, why shouldn't it 
work in Jordan? A country's strength should not be measured by 
its population but by the quality of those people and the quality of 
fife they lead. 

The argument that the enemy is increasing its population whBe 
we contemplate reducing ours does not bold. The Israelis wffl face 
many problems settling tine new immigrants. But they are receiving 
mainly grown-ups who apparently are highly educated and who 
can take np immediate jobs and start producing. 

If we cannot feed our babies with m3k today, how do we expect 
to do it when their numbers doable? Those who contend that the 
West fa conspiring against us with its advocacy of birth control 
mast pause and think: What is in it for the West? If we were large 
in numbers we are a better market and a weak adversary for the 
West. If we were few but e du cated, productive, healthy and 
strong, then we are a strung adversary or friend, depending on 
what situation the world is in. We are only more than three mflHoa 
at the moment, but we have many problems. If we double nr 
munber our problems wffl only increase not decrease. We already 
lack food, water, schools, hospitals, transport, etc. What we need 
therefore fa not numbers but numbers that count. Enlightened, 
educated and productive people, that fa what we need. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Sta’i Arabic daily on Tuesday discussed the continuing Soviet 
Jewish immigration to Palestine and called on Moscow to adopt a 
policy whereby its respect for the Jewish human rights would not 
be linked to aggression on the Arabs and disregard their rights. 
We have waited a long time to hear Moscow or Washington 
openly condemn Israel's aggressive policies, but nothing has 
happened yet, said the paper. Indeed, the United States and other 
Western nations have been escalating political and informational 
campaigns against Iraq because they are determined to defend 
Israel’s soil from aggression, and nothing has been said about 
Israel’s expansionist moves, the paper continued. Furthermore, 
should the Arabs fail to take a proper move in the face of the 
ongoing immigration process, they are openly inviting Moscow 
and Washington to launch a devastating war on the Middle East 
region, said the paper. It said that the Soviet Union and the 
United States bear trime responsibility for the immigration of 
Jews to Palestine, ana can be considered joining the same 
extremist Israeli camp, encouraging the Zionists to pursue their 
expansionist and aggressive policies without any regard to the 
cause of peace, justice and stability in the region. We realise that 
the Arabs have not yet adopted a strong stand which rises to the 
level of the challenges, but it should be emphasised that this state 
of affairs can not be allowed to continue, and that sooner or later 
the world has to face a catastrophe, the paper said. 


Writing in A1 Ka’i daily Tuesday col umni st Ibrahim Sakkflha 
strongly criticises the United States administration’s policies in 
the Middle East especially Washington’s decision to suspend its 
dialogue with the PLO. The writer notes that Israel, using 
American planes flown by Israeli, and probably American pilots, 
have been raiding Lebanese territory, causing destruction and 
killing innocent women and children. The weapons pouring onto 
the Lebanese villages and refugee camps are American-made; 
and those who paid for them are the American tax payers, 
continues the writer. Indeed, the United States which is a 
superpower and holds grave responsibility towards world peace, is 
sending American terrorists to help Jewish terrorists in their 
systematic aggression on the Arabs, while the U.S. adminis tration 
continues to provide protection to Israel's atrocities through the 
veto at the U.N. Security Council, says the writer. Sakkajha says 
the U.S. administration found in an attempt by patriotic 
Palestinians trying to return to their homeland by boat an excuse 
for suspending its dialogue with the PLO, but it continues to' 
condone tire criminal actions of its Israeli ally in our region. 


AI Dnstonr daily commented Tuesday on a visit to Kuwait by the 
Iranian foreign minister, expressing satisfaction with the visit 
whkh, it said, reflected Tehran’s intentions to open a new chapter 
m its relations with its Arab neighbours. The visit is a significant 
move by Tehran which, during the eight-year-long war, bad 
sought to involve Kuwait as a party to the conflict which brought 
about untold devastation and loss of life, the paper noted. The 
franian foreign minister’s visit to Kuwait which followed a 
face-to-face meeting with his Iraqi counterpart under U.N. 
aus pices, can pave die way for a new positive and. constructive 
atmosphere in the Gulf region, the paper added. But, it said, that 
tins peaceful atmosphere which is now prevailing in the Gulf was 
brought about in the first place by the exchanges of good will 
messages between the Iraqi and Iranian leaderships which, said 
the paper, are now closer than ever before towards implementing 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 598 designed to bring perma- 
nent peace to the region. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla Malki 


Monetary policy on threshold of new phase 




THE Arab aid which started to 
flow into Jordan seems to 
herald the dawning of a new 
era in the country’s monetary 
policy, The past and present 
era has been one of turbulence 
and over-preoccupation with 
the exchange rate of the Jorda- 
nian dinar. Ironically, we 
struggled first to destabilise, 
via devaluation, our currency 
then we struggled to halt its 
headlong depredation which 
almost took it to par with the 
U.S. dollar. During the last 12 
months we struggled again to 
stabilise it, that is to undo what 
we most decidedly did. 

The prospective Arab aid 
has two cardinal functions. The 
Treasury sells it to the Central 
Bank of Jordan in exchange for 


dinars. The Treasury uses the 
din ar s to finance its deficit and 
hopefully to eliminate it even- 
tually (Function No 1). The 
Central Bank uses the dollars 
donated by Arab countries to 
replenish and re-build its fore- 
ign exchange reserves and re- 
sells them to banks to finance 
our imports of goods and ser- 
vices (Function No 2). This 
process of reserve re-building 
is what wfll enable the monet- 
ary polity to move to a new, 
and different, stage. 


In the new era, the Central 
Bank will have its own re- 
serves. These include foreign 
exchange additional to the 
foreign currencies deposited 
with it — voluntarily be certain 


— Arab central banks and 
compulsorily by Jordanian 
commercial banks mainly, or 
wholly, as legal reserves. 
These “own” reserves wfll be 
available to defend the dinar 
and to stabilise its rate at 
around 670 fils to the dollar. 
Such defence can be accom- 
plished without the actual use 
of these reserves. Suffice it for 
speculators and money deaims 
to take note of -their presence 
to refrain from playing around 
with currency trading. Howev- 
er, with the boost given to the 
reserves of the Central Bank 
by the additional expected 
Arab aid, it is no exaggeration 
to say that the battle of stabilis- 
ing the exchange rate of the 
dinar has been won. We can 


now confidently say that the 
dinar will be stablcm the short, 
run and well beyond that. • 


Central Bank of Jordan. 


In the maze of the turmoil 
which accompanied the fell of 
the (finar, the Central Bank 
took a host of restrictive 
monetary measures .. which, 
were truly inconsistent with 
our traditionally liberal monet- 
ary policy and economic sys- 
tem. Now it is time to plan the 
dismantling of these restrictive 
measures. -We can justifiably, 
expect the Centra] Bank to 
start just that and to do it in the 
nearest future. At least; tins 
was the solid imp r essi on I 
gained from a very recent con- ‘ 
venation with Dr. Mohammad 
Said Nabubi, the goveriior;.tiie 


The' deep 'pre-occupation 
with the: exchange, rate affair, 

. has been overshadowing other 
. banking issues. Some of these 
fasoes may; turn, out to be sore 
problems._Nobbdy can proper- 
ly tell what son of issues and 
problems were seeded by the 
pfl boom era but we know that 
there are ; some of them 
. ‘around. Bad debts or troubled 
loans constitute a very good 
example. They are there but 
the important question relates 
to their unknown magnitude. ' 
Oyerbanking, is another issue; 
and economy iujecession can- 
not sustain the same number of 
- banking- institutions which - it 
sustained in a- boom. The new 


economic , circumstances re- 
quire new thinking which can 
be provided only by different 
administrative mentality and 
probably by new administra- 
tors. Here we start to touch the 
more comprehensive, process 
of the reform of the banking 
system. Actually -this process' 
was initiated when Petra Bank 
had been merged with the Jor- 
dan Gulf Baidc last year. The 
complications of the exchange 
rate issue bare been braking 
the process. Now thatthis issue 
has subsided, the banking re- 
form is poised for a takeoff- It 
could be safely said, that re- 
forming the banking system 
will lx the pre-occupation of 
the monetary policy-makers in 
the new era. 



‘Line them up 
against the wall’ 


By Carey Goldberg 

Associated Press 


MOSCOW — From the general 
who objected to giving away 
Eastern Europe to the woman 
who denounced Glasnost for cor- 
rupting youth, Russian commun- 
ists have displayed a conservative 
bent that spells troable for 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev. 

The criticism of Gorbachev and 
the party’s ruling Politburo - 
including calls for the entire lead- 
ership to resign — reached such a 
crescendo at a party conference 
that Gorbachev remarked : 

“All that's left is for one of the 
speakers to say, ‘line them up 
against the wall.”’ 

There were calls for discipline 
and party purges af the five-day 
meeting of communists in the 
biggest Soviet party. It was consi- 
dered a dress rehearsal for the 
key national party congress that 
opens in a week. 

It was a forceful but worried 
Gorbachev who took centre stage 
at the gathering’s end Saturday to 
try to get the production running 
as he wanted, albeit at the 12th 
hour. 

Gorbachev told the 2,700 dele- 
gates, who will make up the 
majority at the national congress. 


conservative member of the Polit- 
buro and, according to one 
source, a contender against Gor- 
bachev for the party's top post at 
the July 2 congress. 

Ligachev contained that the 
party had been left out of several 
major recent decisions, including 
the government's unpopular 
proposal for a gradual transition 
to a market economy. 

He 'also warned of “the grow- 
ing work of anti-socialist forces' to 
weaken, and ultimately destroy, 
the Communist party from with- 
in,” by furthering “revisionist 
tendencies” that allow private 
property, intra-party fractions 
and other ideological sacrilege. 

Ligachev’s complaints touched 
on tiie essence of Gorbachev’s 
reforms, and revealed one of the 
president’s most controversial 
plans as party chief * to transfer 
some of the party’s power to the 
government. 

Gorbachev is trying to move 
the country away from ideology 
and toward a whatever-works 
philosophy. 

But why should the Communist 
party support a man intent on 
giving away its power, when an 
alternative candidate pledges to 
struggle for keeping the party 
strong ? 


“The growing work of anti-socialist forces, 
to weaken, and ultimately destroy, the 
Communist Party from within by farther- 
ing revisionist tendencies that allow private 
property, intra-party fractions and other 
ideological sacrilege.” 


that they would have to accept 
that “the party must become a 
new party.” Otherwise, he said, 
“It will end up on the sidelines of 
history.” 

But the delegates showed they 
were reluctant to accept his in- 
novations in everything from the 
military and foreign policy to the 
'economy and culture. 

Col. Gen. Albert Makashov 
complained that in Eastern 
Europe, “the Soviet army is being 
driven out without a battle from 
the countries that our fathers 
freed from fascism.” 


Delegate Olga Akimkina 
warned The theory of socialism is 
being distorted,” and that the 
party would lose its youth to the 
new permissiveness. 

“Do we really think that if 
more pornography and sex are 
shown, then young people will 
become more patriotic and goal- 
orient ed ?” she asked. 

One questioner warned that 
Gorbachev’s reforms had danger- 
ously weakened the army. 
Another complained that Soviet 
president was too tolerant of U.S. 
pressure to allow Lithuania to 
secede. 

Perhaps the most telling com- 
ments came from Yegor K. 
Ligachev, known as the most 


Perhaps partly out of displea- 
sure with his proposed changes in 
the party's role, 38 per cent of the 
electors in one Moscow district 
voted against Gorbachev's selec- 
tion as a congress delegate. 

The delegates proved their pre- 
ference for the hard line by elect- 
ing as their party chief Ivan 
Polozkov, a man known for 
quashing the fledgling private 
businesses allowed unde Gor- 
bachev’s reforms. 

Using old-style ideological rhe- 
toric that Gorbachev rarely re- 
sorts to these days, he declared 
the party should be “loyal to the 
ideas of the October revolution, 
and its basis will be Mandst- 
Lerrinist theory, socialist ideals.” 

Polozkov’s election increased 
the chances of a split in the party, 
doubling Gorbachev's challenge : 
he now has to not only remain at 
the party’s helm, but keep it from 
breaking apart as well. 

He warned that a split “would 
be a gift to those who want to 
bury Perestroika," and threw all 
his powers of persuasion, includ- 
ing a sudden tone of urgencey,- 
into his appeal against the split. 

But with the national congress 
a week away, odds remained high 
that the communist party would 
see it first major schism since the 
time of Lenin. 


There must be a secular 



Wade R. Goria, assistant professor of modem- Near Eastern History 
at New York University, is the author of Sovereignty and Leadetship 
in Lebanon, 1943-1976 . The foBowmg was exempted from a. longer 
article m The World and f. 


By Wade R. Goria 


AS long as Lebanon's crisis is 
linked to the regional concerns of 
Syria and Israel, a military or 
political solution is impossible. 
The only viable solution lies in 
internationalisation of the con- 
flict via great-power intervention. 

Relations among the world’s 
major powers — the United 
States, the Soviet Union, France, 
Japan, Britain, China, and a 
soon-to-be-reunited Germany — ■ 
are remarkably close at present 
compared with the climate of 
tension during the last century. 
The political system of each of 
the great powers seeks to pre- 
serve the separation of church 
and state. Each is, therefore, well 
suited to embrace the cause of 
secularism in Lebanese politics. 

These powers have the military 
and financial capacity to ensure 
the prompt withdrawal of aU non- 
Lebanese forces and institute 
radical change in the Lebanese 
system aimed at eliminating sec- 
tarianism. A new government 
founded on secular principles 
could be established with repre- 
sentatives selected m elections 
supervised by the great powers. 

Only candidates running on a 
national, secular platform. — such 
as, in theory, the Progressive 
Socialist Party of WaJid Jumblatt 
or Amal under Nabih Bern — 
would be admitted as candidates. 
All confessionally based parties 
should be banned. The platforms 
of movements such as Hizbollah 
are not only antithetical to the 
reestablishment of a united Leba- 
non but to religious tolerance in 
general. 

The office of prime minister — 
historically feeble — should be 


abolished, 'since its existence 
undermines presidential accoun- 
tability. A new Chamber of De- 
puties should be elected accord- 
ing to a districting plan that 
accurately reflects demographics. 

Furthermore, the army most be' 
entirely reconstituted.- Merit 
should replace coufessionalism as 
the determinant of participation 
-and promotion. Purely Maronitej 
Druze, and Shi’ite brigades 
should have no place in ariny life, 
as the existence of such brigades 
serves only to reinforce sectarian- 
ism, with its attendant exdustv- 
ism and injustice. - 

Creating a national educational 
system that focuses on building 
unity through the eradication of 
religious intolerance most be' an 
important long-rang goal. Politic- 
al symbols such as a new flag that 
incorporates important aspects of 
each of toe communities must 
replace the obsolete cedar of 
Lebanon flag, long associated 
with the Maromtes and the Falan- 
gist Party. - * 

Social amenities such as park 
and recreational '. facilities that 
serve toe poor as well as the rich 
should be built.. A concerted 
effort should be made to replace 
Lebanon’s archaic transportation 
system. Devoid of -working rail-. 
roads and a modem bus system, 
Lebanon's transportation system 
is based mainly on automobiles 
and taxis. 

Without mass transportation, 
access between the various -re- 
gions of Lebanon is denied to 
those who cannot afford private 
vehicles or taxis. This enforced 
isolation serves as an impediment 
to national unity, and Its rectifica- 
tion is therefore vital. 

Ever since confessioha&sm was 


-instituted in Lebanon' during the 
1820s, it has been a source of 
grave political, soda! and econo- 
mic injustices — not only to 
; .Shi’ite, Sunni; and Druze but also 

- to Greek Orthodox and Greek 
Catholics. The latter two com-' 
munities con s tit u te nearly half a 
million citizens. The potitical in- 
fluence of Greek Catholics and 
Greek. Orthodox, long obscured 
due to Maronite preeminence 
over the Christian community, 

- can foster equilibrium in the 
Lebanese political equation. . 

After 15 years of conflict, the 
'great powers should recognise 
that antes they take decisive 
action the tragedy of -Lebanon 
will continue; 

A re there alternatives to a 
secular sofatkm that would maxi- 
mise Lebanese political participa- 
tion and promote v the cause of 
religious tolerance; so vital to the 
cultural life of the country? 

In-view of Lebanese diversity; 
ttte balance of domestic and re- 
gional forces, and 'the workable 
historical precedent for secular- 
ism established -hy.tbe.Prindj 
ity of Mount Lebanon 
Cbehab administration of . ; 

1964, the answer is a dear no! 
Reconstitution of the state based 
tin secular practice - as well as 
principle provides the necessary 
starting point for a solution to 
Lebanon’s conflict. 

The grim alternatives to secu- 
larism include confessionally 
based dictatorial rule similar to 
the Alawi model in Syria; canto* 
nisatkm, which would inevitably 
lead to more factionalism and 
violence; or Syrian or Israeli 
annexation;, leading 'to the era- 
dkatibn Of - the political entity 
called Lebanon - — which is no 
solution at aU but amply an aban- 
donment of the problem. 

It is time for toe great cowers 
to put a stop to the contagion . of 
violence and terror that is con- 
temporary Lebanon. While im- 



portant events in. Eastern Europ 
have recently obscured Leb; 
non’s ongoing tragedy, they hav 
also pointed, to the fact that n 
country can operate m effecdv 

isolation. .-■! 

Furthermore, the great powei 
were responsible for. establishin 
the confessional system in to 
first place, ensuring that Lebano 
would remain a divided countrj 
A democratic, secular -solutio 
put in.plaOe by the great powei 
would seem to violate Lebanon' 
“Arab Fare. “ But the devastatio 
of the last 15 years makes itquit 
dear that there is Job Arab soli 
tion. The Arab League is impc 
tent, and no -Arab country hi 
offered a solution, that is backe 
with sufficient force to work. 

Our wtiridis changing so rapid 
iy and with snefa dramatic fore 
that we must be ^especially alei 
nor to Jose 1 sight of new glbba 
opportunities arid' responsibili 
ties. 3 As; more countries are 
themselves with- weapons of mas 
desfruction,- . the great power 
must become globally responsibl 
to order. Traditional 

* sv.be ehvC a 1 1 e < 

cekeej^g by force; i 
Thfc fSty seem a contradictioi 
in. terms. However, at this stag 
of the world's evolution, we ar 
stiU a violent species and violeno 
must be used'wisely — to ever 
tually bring about . global peace 
In the face of a growing challeng 
to secular ctemomcies from fun 
damenfatists, we cannot afford t 
aHow STtnationsftke Lebanon & 
spread.. . 

/ A- country tethered to confes 
aooalism while adopting thi 
mantle -of. democracy is dooms 
to destruction.' While it is tru 
that secular democracies ar 
often flawed, the balance c 
forces in Lebanon makes a demc 
era tic and secular, solution to 
only viable option. 
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By Martin Marris 

Associated Press 


an £ new clas tl in old Damascus I Trinidad flirting with Europe 


DAMASCUS, SYRIA — Per- 
on stilts, a boxey concrete 
1 otnldtng surmounts the remains 
~ Qf- the 2, 000-year-old Roman 
, 'of Jupiter in timing 

Damascus, dramatising the 
frf old and new in this ancient 
- city. 

Abutting- it, a modern, marble- 
■ciad temple pf commerce with 
}e wellers’ shops and clothes 
boutiques stands just opposite the 
-ancient Islamic roedressah or 
school, of Nur Ed-Din. 

, j* It s a bad - integration of the 
old and .the new,™ said Nazih 
ka wak i bi , a professor, of 
architecture -at Damascus Uni- 
versity and a member of several 
restoration . committees. “They 
could have done it much better." 

Like many cities in the KEddTe 
East. Damascus is bulging at the 
seams and working hard to pro- 
vide housing and services to a 
population estimated at 2 million. 

Damascus is considered one of 
the oldest continuously inhabited 
dty in the woiid. It is where the 
Arameans, nomads from the 
Arabian peninsula, settled in 
1200 b.c., eventually building a 
city that became a key commer- 
cial center. 

It has been occupied over the 
centuries by the Greeks, Ro- 
mans, Byzantines, Arabs and 
Ottomans, leaving a treasure 
trove of monuments reflecting 
the cultural tides that have swept 
over the city. 

Some ancient sites were vener- 
ated by all the occupiers, like the 
famed Urmnayyad Mosque. The 
ate originally was a temple t'o 
Haddad, the Arameans* God of 
thunder and lightning. 

It later became the Romans' 
temple of Jupiter. The Byzan- 
tines built a cathedral there, but 
the Arabs transformed it into the 
mosque, named after .the Islamic 
dynasty. 

Despite this cultural wealth, 
there are only limited resources 
available to preserve these sites. 

Kawakibi points out the 
ancient medressah across the 
street, which is just on the edge of 
a straight, European-style avenue 
driven through the dty by French 
colonisers in the 1930S. 

“They stopped here, they 


didn’t go further, thanks be to 
God," said the ardihect-restor- 
ationist, who has devoted his life 
to the preservation of his beloved 
old Damascus. 

One 14th century Mamluk 
tomb has been rented to a mer- 
chant who sells, multicolored 
doth. He bas destVoyed the ori- 
ginal lintel and cut a door through 
an ancient wall to allow access to 
his shop. 

“Unless we propose a solution 
to blend those monuments with 
the commercial life of the old city 
of Damascus, this is the way it all 
will go.” Kawakibi said. 

“These buildings shouldn't 
.function as commercial buildings, 
but as museums or cultural cen- 
ters, They're all registered as 
historical monuments, but the 
law hasn't been able to prevent 
them from being transgressed.” 

In one old mosque, the antique 
wooden minbar or preacher’s 
stand bas been ripped out and left 
lying in the entrance to the build- 
ing, to be replaced by a concrete 
one. 

One architectural gem, the 
11th century Nur Ed-Din hospit- 
al. is sandwiched between a mod- 
ern shop selling Shawerma. thinly 
sliced meat wrapped in Arabic 
bread, and a jewellers’ store. But 
it has miraculously survived and 
was restored in the late 1970s. 

“Parasitic buildings accumu- 
lated around it but they're now 
just part of the ambience," said 
Kawakibi, a leading light behind 
the hospital's renovation. 

Only one of the original stone- 
lattice windows, carved in intri- 
cate geometric designs, had sur- 
vived but It was faithfully copied 
by today's master craftsmen. 

A few painted Koranic inscrip- 
tions remained on the domed 
ceilings, but instead of repainting 
them the restorers gently pen- 
ciled in the misting portions of 
the holy book's text to respect the 
difference between old and the 
new. 

A display case shows andent 
herbal medicines, including one 
called “ aphrodiac radish, diure- 
tic, activates the functions of the 
genital glands.” 

The ancient hospital, and 
dozens of other old buildings in 
the capital, are a welcome haven 
of tranquility in an otherwise 
bustling, noisy dty. 
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An alley in the old city of Damascus (filephoto) 


Another retreat from frenetic 
dty life is the Uth century baths, 
reached through a small door in 
the middle of the teeming souk, 
or bazaar. 

The baths, hammam in Arabic, 
had been through bad times and 
for a while were converted into a 
soap factory. When restorers be- 
gan working on them, some parts 
were just piles of rubble. 

Now, men sit swaddled in 
towels after taking their searing 
baths and massage, sipping boil- 
ing-hot tea from small glass cups 
and reading newspapers. They sit 
under a dome painted with com- 
plicated flowery designs. 

The road to restoration isn’t 
easy. 

“When you're trying to reno- 
vate these buildings, there's a lot 
of protest because they don't 
understand what is meant by re- 
novation," Kawakibi said. 

“They think you mean des- 
troying the old buildings and put- 


ting up new ones. 

At the Masjid Al-Madrassah 
Al-Umariyah. which dates from 
the time of the 1st crusade, 
dozens of squatters who built 
concrete shaks on the grounds of 
the ancient building are being 
evicted. 

In deciding how to proceed, 
the restorers rely on old draw- 
ings, their knowledge of the 
architectural practics of the time, 
and sometimes old 19the and 
early 20th century photographs. 

In the 1960s. the government 
and experts drew up a master 
plan for the dty. including pro- 
viding sendees for the modern 
dty and preserving the old, but 
the plan is now hopelessly out- 
dated. 

Even a devoted restore tionist 
like Kawakibi acknowledges that 
“attention should be paid to mod- 
ern problems more than old ones. 
We need infrastructure, tele- 
phones, transportation.*' 
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and shunning the United States 


By Berad Debusmann 
Reuter 

PORT OF SPAIN — Trinidad 
and Tobago is setting out to woo 
holidaymakers from faraway 
Europe partly because tourist 
planners fear a U.S. recession 
will cut American travel to the 
Caribbean. 

“We feel Europe is a better 
market for us,” said Bhoendra- 
datt Tewarie, Minister of Indus- 
try. Enterprise and Tourism. 
“Europeans stay longer and 
spend more (than U.S. rourists).'* 
Unlike most of the other is- 
lands in the 3,200 kilometres 
Caribbean chain, Trinidad and 
Tobago' has been indifferent to 
the tourist industry for most of its 


history. Instead, the twin-island 
republic relied on income from 
oil. 

But the decline in oil prices in 
1982 drove Trinidad and Tobago 
into a severe crisis, prompting a 
reapraisal of economic policies. 

Now, the government is trying 
to diversify the one-legged eco- 
nomy and attract foreign inves- 
tors as well as foreign tourists. 

Over the next five years, the 
government hopes to double the 
number of tourists, chiefly by 
concentrating “on the potential 
holiday market of Europe be- 
cause that market is more 
buoyant than the North Amei- 
ican market.” 

U.S. tourism to the Caribbean 
dropped steadily in the second 


half of the 1980s, a period of fast 
growth in travel from Europe. 
And according to a study by the 
country’s newly-established tour- 
ist development authority, U.S. 
travel to Caribbean holiday des- 
tinations is expected to decline 
further. 

The emphasis on Europeans 
appears to defy geographical 
logic: The air distance from Port 
of Spain to Miami, for example, 
is 2,600 kilometres. From Trini- 
dad to Europe, it is more than 
8,000 kilometres. 

But world-wide, long-haul 
travel is expected to increase 
much faster than short-haul 
travel, partly because of the im- 
pending introduction of a new 
generation of aircraft with around 


200 seats which make it more 
profitable to serve low-volume 
destinations such as Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

“We are aware of the damage 
tourism has inflicted in other 
parts of the world,” said Tewarie. 
“We will not allow that to happen 
here.” 

The island's inhabitants appear 
determined that things should re- 
main that way. A sign at Buccco 
beach, launch-point for snorkell- 
ing and scuba-diving excursions 
to a coral reef teeming with 
underwater life, reflects the phi- 
losophy. 

It says: “ Waste nothing but 
time, take nothing but photo- 
graphs, leave nothing but foot- 
prints." 


Perfect Accessories for the Total Solution 
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Comcent understands your needs 
when thinking accessories and 
consumables. 

Visit our showroom. Browse 
through the full range and pick up 
items that meet your requirements 
at affordable prices. 

Comcent, the perfect solution for all 
your computer accessories. 


An Mitat's impression of life style and architecture of late 19th century Damascus 



(^jOmcenf Trading and Contracting Co. 


3rd. circle . Prince Mohammad SL Phone 6442*6/7 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AW) 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 00*676 60*696 
P.O.BOX 7806 

AMMAN 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging. 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 





The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAirUTEL 
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Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23088 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servkfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sixm 30 % tmrgmr 

* From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 


Shmcisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


0 EASTERN 


PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR & SEA FREIGHT. 


| TEL : 621 775 
. TLX: 23 023 


FAX : 656 270 
POB : 815 408 


AMMAN-JQRDAN 


Saudi 
Real Estate 

RENTAL 687821 


00 A 0 Q 


SALES 687822 
CALLSOHA 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


Res:665iai 


BELLY DANCING 



The first & beet 
. Chinese Restaurant 
fa Jordan 

1st Circle. Mai Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School 

; TBka away is avalaM* 


en daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.-Midnight 

TeL 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese naming pot is available 

jWMjiMqrraJtaUe 

Open daily 12:00 - 15- W 
. 18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road- near Traffic 
Bridge . 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 32:00-3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight . 


LteJUJI 

A r -i-T^~JI uUUl 1 

UNIVERSAL 
SPECIALISED 
SERVICES EST. 


Specialists in Packing 
Air & Saa freight forwarding 
Storage & insurance 
Mouse • hold effects insured 
by Jordan French insurance Co. 
Valuable. Commodities 


Please caN Tel: 610641 
P.O.Box 6408 Amman. 
I - Amman 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily t2-30-3J30pm 
7.30-tl.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tei:659519 659520 



//////////////// 
/ // // // ////// // / 


AUTHENTIC 
CHINESE CUISINE 

elegant 

colorful atmosphere 


moderate prices 

shemisoni-te! :660250 
i closed on mondavs i 
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UK FA lifts ban on all English 
soccer clubs except Liverpool 


GENEVA (R) — The European Football Union 
(UEFA) said Tuesday it had lifted unconditionally a 
ban on English soccer dobs competing In Europe 
with immediate effect. 


“We have decided after extensive 
discussions to bring back Aston 
Villa and Manchester United,'* 
UEFA President Lennart Johans- 
son told reporters after a meeting 1 
of the UEFA Executive Comnrit- 
fp ‘u Geneva. 

rhey will be in the competi- 
tion as of now... the only restrictions 
are 'those we place on any club, 
there is nothing specific to say.” 
He said League champions 
Liverpool remained banned for a 
further three years from today. 

English dubs have been barred 
from Europe since 1985 after an 
European Cup Final riot involv- 
ing Liverpool supporters at Brus- 
sel’s Heysel Stadium in which 39 
people were killed, most of them 
fans of Italian dub Juvenrus. 

English Football Association 
(FA) Chairman Bert Millichip 
formally applied to have the ban 
lifted and also presented a report 
prepared by British Sports Minis- 
ter Colin Moynihan. 

“It is exactly what I bad hoped 
for,” Millichip said of Moym- 
han’s report- He said he had 


presented the committee with a 
three-page letter from Moymban 
accompanied by 15 pages of sup- 
plementary information. 

“He (Moynihan) has said he 
doesn’t think the ban is justi- 
fied,” Millichip said. 

Moynihan said in London that 
he would still tike English fans to 
be banned from travelling to what 
be called sensitive matches and 
called for tough polking to pre- 
vent hooliganism. 

Liverpool's extra three-year 
ban was imposed in 1985 and was 
always due to begin when other 
English clubs were allowed back 
into Europe. 

Millichip told reporters the FA 
bad not yet asked UEFA to 
reduce or lift that ban. 

FA Cup winners Manchester 
United will be included in 
Wednesday’s draw for the Euro- 
pean Cup Winners’ Cup while. 
Aston Villa, runners up to Liver- 
pool in the En glish Le ague, will 
take part in the UEFA Cup. 

“It’s great, not just for United 
but for British football really. 


that English dubs are back in,” 
England and Manchester United 
skipper Bryan Robson said from 
his home in Manchester. 

United were the first English 
team to play in a European com- 
petition, reaching the semifinals 
of the European Cop in 1957 
before talcing the tide in 1968. - 

Villa won the European Cap in 
1982 while Liverpool have taken’ 
the tide four times. 

Johansson said be was delight- 
ed to have the English dubs back 
next season. “I think isolation is 
not a good thing either for En- 
glish football or for European 
football.” he said. 

“ E n gli s h fans are no worse 
than others, it’s just we have 
focussed on them.” 

Asked repeatedly if any condi- 
tions had been imposed on the 
Fjiglish dubs, he said that any 
measnres deemed necessary 
would be taken by the English 
FA. 

Millichip, asked if this could 
involve a ban on the sale of away 
tickets, said: “Nothing is ruled 
out." 

He said that the issue of Liver- 
pool had not been discussed by 
the Executive Committee but 
that if the English return proved 
successful, the F.A. would seek 


to reduce the three-year ban at 
the end of the coming season. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher has recommended the 
return of English soccer dubs to 
Europe, deaxmg the way for an 
end to their five-year exile, Brit- 
ish officials said Monday. 

“The prime minister is behind 
the view that we should recom- 
mend a return subject to condi- 
tions such as discou ragin g the sale 
of tickets abroad, to provide 
video screen back in England for 
matches that are played and to 
keep under review restrictions on 
the sale of alcohol,” a senior 
Thatcher aide said. 

The aide said the gov e r nm ent 


had considered three options: 
“One, not to reco mm end a re- 
turn, secondly, to recommend a 
return without qualifications and 
thirdly to recommend a return 
with qualifications and condi- 
tions.” 

The recommendation follows a 
successful drive against hootigan- 
ism at the World Cop soccer 
tournament which ended in Italy 
Sunday and which saw England’s 
national side end in fourth place, 
its best finish for 24 years. Eng-, 
land also won the sportsmanship 
trophy for committing the fewest 
fouls. 


Half of the world watched cup finals’ 


ROME (R) — Half the 
population of the world tuned in 
to watch at least part of the 
World Cup finals on television, 
organising committee director 
Luca Di Montezemolo said. 

“The World Cup had an enor- 
mous television audience all over 
the world,” Di Montezemolo 
said. 

Total viewing figures had top- 
ped 30 billion, he added. “We 
reached only 13 billion in Mexico 
(in 1986). There has never been a 
sporting event like this.” 

Receipts from the month-long 
event also set a world record 170 
billion lire (S14 million) from 
ticket sales. 

“The World Cup didn’t only 
represent a month of celebrations 
for our country and allow us to 
cut a good figure but it also 
brought us an economic profit,” 
Di Montezemolo told a news 


conference. 

The local organising committee 
(COL) is expected to earn $15 
million from the finals but Di 
Montezemolo said figures were 
still being prepared. 

Di Montezemolo said organis- 
ers were happy with file security 
arrangements which involved 
45,000 police officers around the 
country. 

“On the eve of the World Cup, 
security was one of file most 
delicate problems,” he said. “I 
was reading reports in the press 
suggesting that certain matches, 
tike Holland-Germany, would be 
the third world war." 


About 400 English fans were 
deported and 70 charged after 
clashes in several Italian cities 
and towns. 

“Bat thanks to the excellent 
work of the police we didn’t have 
the slightest incident inside the 


stadiums in 52 matches,” Di 
Montezemolo said. 

Di Montezemolo is widely ex- 
pected to be asked by FIFA to 
join their committee overseeing 
the 1994 World Cup finals in the 
United States. 

FIFA spokesman Guido Tog- 
noni said one member of the 
Organising Committee was 
routinely asked to stay cm for the 
next tournament. 

“I *hinlc Luca would be the 
ideal man because he has done a 
wonderful job here and Italy has 
done a wonderful job,” Tognotri 
said. 

Tpgnoni said he expected a lot 
of popular interest in the United 
States for the next finals, despite 
the country’s lack of soccer tradi- 
tion. 

“I am confident that we will 
have 52 seU-out games because 
that is the way the U.S. responds 
to trig sports. events,” he said. 


29 solar-powered cars begin race 


LAKE BUENA VISTA. Honda 
(AP) — Under a bright, sunny 
sky Monday, 29 solar-powered 
cars designed and built by college 
students began 2,560-kilometres 
race aimed at proving the useful- 
ness of the technology. 

The 11-day race is sponsored 
by fiie U.S. Department of Ener- 
gy, the Society of Automotive 
Engineers and the General 
Motors Company. 


Stemple in ceremonies prior to 
the start. 

Thirty-two cars entered the 
competition, but Arizona state 
had problems with its brakes and 
gears and was scratched from the 
first day’s start, organisers said. 
That car will start up on the 
second leg of the race and be 
penalised for the lost time. 


"We hope young people will 
get excited about this race,” and 
that it serves as an incentive for 
developing solar-powered tech- 
nology, said GM President Bob 


Winners will be determined by 
adding up the times it takes to 
complete each day’s leg. 

Two other cars had trouble 
getting away immediately but 
were expected to leave later in 
the day. They were the entries 


from the University of North 
Texas and the Rose-Huhnan In- 
stitute of Technology. 

The cars in the competition, 
powered only by the sun and. 
storage batteries, w£D travel over 
secondary roads. They are 
beaded for a July 19 fi n i sh at the 
General Motors Technical Centre 
in Warren, Michigan, a suburb 
outside Detroit, the centre of the 
country’s automobile industry. ; 

The combination of direct sun- 
light and stored energy can prop- 
el some of the vehicles at high 
speeds for limited distances, but 
die cars must abide by posted 
speed tinrits. 


Pensec 
passes Bauer 
for lead 
in Tour 
de France 


MONT BLANC, France (AP) — 
Roman Pensec celebrated his 27th 
birthday by capturing the overall 
lead m the Tour de France Tues- 
day, replacing Steve Bauer who 
finished almost two minutes be- 
hind the F r en c h man in the 10th 
stage. 

Thierry Oaveyrolet of France 
won the 118-5-kflometn: stage 
from Geneva, Switzerland, to 
Mont Blanc — the highest peak 
in Europe — finishing two mi- 
nutes and 23 seconds ahead of a 
pack that included Pensec and 
1988 winner Pedro Delgado of 
Spain. 

Pensec’s finish gave him a 50- 
second lead over Italy's Claudio 
Ctnappucci and a one-minute- 
and-2 1-second advantage over 
Bauer, who dropped to third 
after entering the stage with a 
17-second leal over Pensec. 

Mexican Rani Alcaca moved 
up one place to fourth, 7.02 
behind Pensec. East Germany’s 
Uwe Ampler was fifth, 9:22 
behind and Guido Wintcrberg of 
Switzerland was sixth, 9:51 be- 
hind. 

The stage was marked by three 
difficult climbs, including the fin- 
al one up to 1,400 metres. 

Oaveyrolet broke away early 
and made a solitary effort for the 
stage victory. 

Wednesday’s stage is the har- 
dest of the tour with a difficult 
dimb up I’Alpe d’Huez and its 21 
turns up to the summit. It is 182.5 
kilometres. 



Schillaci named top cup player 


ROME (AP) — Italian striker Salvatore Schillaci, the leading 
World Cup scorer, was voted the top player of the 1990 
championship in separate surveys by two commercial sponsors. 
Schillaci. who tallied six goals to equal Italy’s 1982 World Cup 
hero Paolo Rossi, was the most voted player in the Adidas and 
Diadora “golden athlete” survey. In one of the surveys the Italian 
forward of Juventus of Turin edged West German ca ptain Lothar 
Matthaeus and Argentine star Diego Maradona. West German 
coach Franz Beckenbauer, whose team captured the World Cup, 
was voted the best manager. 


soccer chib Portuguesa, is the most likely replacement for 
Sebastiao Lazaroni to take over Brazil's national squad, the 
Jomal Dos Sports newspaper reported Monday. The newspaper 
•quoted Roberio Vieira, spokesman for the B razilian Football 
Confederation (CBF), as saying Leao was most likely to be 
named as the new coach. The CBF will announce its decision on 
July 28, the paper said. 


Elliot returns to win slow 800 metres 


Vicini to keep his job 


MILAN (AP) — Azeglio Vicini will coach Italy’s national <wm 
through the 1992 European soccer championships in Sweden, 
Antonio Matarrese announced Tuesday. The announcement by 
the president of the Italian Soccer Federation was intended to end 
speculation that Vicini may be fired following Italy’s failure to win 
the World Cup. Italy lost the championship semifinals to 
Argentina following a penalty shootout. In an interview with 
Mi lan’s_ sports daily Gazzetta Deilo Sport Matarrese also warned 
Argentine star Diego Maradona against fuelling verbal con- 
troversies. ‘ 


LAPPEENRANTA, Finland (R) — Britain's Peter Elliot won 
the 800 metres in the Karelia Games here Monday in his first race 
over the distance in six weeks. Elhot, the fastest man over 800 
metres in the world so far tins year, clocked one minute 46.45 
seconds, well behind his season’s best of 1:42.97. After the race 
his coach Kim McDonald sakL a “He was very satisfied considering 
it was his first 800 metres for six weeks. The conditions were very 
bad. It was very windy and raining.” Wflfried Kirodri of Kenya 
was second in 1:47.24 and Finland’s Esko Parpala third in 1:48.00. 


Italians desert TV sets for final 


i 


384 fans deported during World Cup 


RQ ME (R ) — Italy deported 384 soccer fans for unruly behaviour 
and refused entry to another 52 as part of its security drive a gainst 
hooligan violence at the World Cup, Police Chief Vincenzo Paris! 
said. Italy mounted the biggest security operation in the history of 
tiie World Cup, mainl y to counter potential violence from 
notorious hooligans among England supporters. Parisi said it cost 
80 b iUion *“* mi ^ on ) and involved more than 50,000 police 
and support staff. He told a news conference that 284 support e rs 
had been detained during the month-long tournament and 129 of 
them were charged with various offences. “Exemplary sentences” 
were given to 35 of those charged, he added. Parisr gave no 
precise nationality breakdown but almost all the dashes reported 
involved English, Italian or West German supporters. Parisi said 
102 people had been injured, half of them police. 


ROME (R) — Millions- of Italians, deeply disappointed at their 
side’s elimination from the World Cup, did not even watch the 
final between West Germany and Argentina Sunday. Domestic 
viewing figures released Monday showed 18.5 ntiHion people 
watched the scrappy final, malting it the ninth most popular match 
of tiie World Cup. The most popular game was the semifinal on 
July 3 when Italy were knocked out by Argentina. A record 27.5 
mflHod people — nearly 90 per cent of the television viewing 
population — watched tiie game. 


Seles beats Garrison In exhibition 


Leao tipped to be new coach of Brazil 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Emerson Leao, coach of Sao Paulo 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) — Yugoslavia’s Monica Seles, 
playing her first match at home after her swift dimb in world 
rankings, beat Wimbledon women’s finalist Zina Garrison 4-6, 
6-3, 6-3 in'an exhibition tennis match. Garrison, who last week 
beat Seles in three sets m a Wimbledon quarterfinal, lost Sunday 
in her first Grand Slam final to Martina Navratilova. *T know tins 
was not Wimbledon, but it is a small revenge,” said the 
16-year-old U.S.-based Yugoslav who in one year rose from 86th 
to third place in the world rankings. - 


Argentine team returns to heroes’ welcome 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tina’s World Cop soccer squad 
returned to a tumultuous heroes* 
welcome Monday despite losing 
1-0 to West Germany in the 
Rome final Sunday. 

Tens of thousands of jubilant 
fans packed the square outside 
the Casa Rosada (pink house) 
government house, setting off 
fireworks, waving Wue and white 
Argentine flags and chanting 
“Argentina, Argentina” as the 
team arrived from Buenos Aires's 
international air port. 

A caravan of can, truck and 
buses accompanied tiie team's 
coaches for hour* as they crawled 
the 25 kilometres from the airport 
to the city centre. The crush of 
weUwishers Mocked the main 
highway, forcing the motorcade 


•others, referring to Mexican re- 
feree Edgardo Codesal who 
awarded West Germany tfie con- 
troveraaJ penally that led to the 
winning goal. . 

Codesal’s handling of the 
ma t ch, in winch two Argentine 
players were sent off, was bitterly 
criticised in Monday newspapers. 

La Nation daily wrote: “The 
national side suffere d because of 
Mexican referee Edgardo Codes- 
al, who awarded a non-«pstent 
penalty aod.sent offMonzon and 
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Argentines interviewed by 
radio and television-all conde- 
mned the referee. President 
Menem said Codesal had not 
been up to the occasion. 

“The referee was a disaster. H& 
should stick tomediemeand not 
footballT said Menem, referring 
to Codesal’s profession as a gyne- 
cologist. 

Despite the defeat, Argen t in a, 
celebrated its team's performance 
late into Sunday night. In Buenos 


Aires thousands of fans poured- 
info the 1 area near the obtiisk 
monument where sporting victor- 
ies are traditionally, commemo- 
rated. •" 

• Traffic jams built up In tiie 
suburbs as revellers blocked 
streets, waving blue and white 
fla gs , . beating • bass . drums and 
chanting “Argentina, Argenti- 
na.” - . - - 

' “ Anyone would think Argenti- 
na had won the cup,” said oik 
onlooker.- •• - 


to weave through side streets. 

Soccer enthusiast President 
Carlos Menem missed part of 
Monday’s Independence Day 
celebrations in order to greet the 
players as they arrived at the 
Casa Rosada. 

Menem stood alongside Cap- 
tain Diego Maradona as the team 
waved to the sea of delirious fens 
from the balcony where four 
years earlier Argentina’s World 
Cop champion team had cele- 
brated its victory at tire Mexico 

final s. 

Earlier Menem had urged sup- 
porters to give the team a special 
welcome. 

Banners hoisted above the 
roaring crowd read: “Thank you 
ch a mpions.'’ And “duunpions, 
you (fid it aQ for the country.” 

“Codesal, robber” proclaimed 


Neapolitans propose making 
Maradona honorary citizen 


NAPLES' (R) — -Naples chy 
councillors hams proposed mak- 
ing Argentina’s Diego Maradona 
an honorary citizen of the south- 
ern Italian port, where he also 
captains leagne champions Napo- 
li. 

Antonio Cantalamessa said 
Tuesday that the proposal, 
prompted by hostility towards 
Maradona during the World Cop,, 
had already been presented to the 
Naples mayor. 

“It was shameful the way the 
Argentine national anthem was 
whistled at in nor ther n Italian 
stadiums and also during the final 
in Rome,” Cantalamessa said. 

“It is equally shameful that a 
great champion was tormented 
merely because be happens to 
play for Napoli,” he added. 


when he was booed and whistied 
while collecting his runners-up 
'medal after Argentina lost the 
final 1-0 to West Germany Sun- 
day. 

He accused an “mttunational ; 
soccer mafia” of conspiring to 
award West Germany the World - 
Cop title and said that returning 
to Italy could be difficult after his 
reception during the tournament. 

But he added: ‘Tm not afraid. 
I’m sore the people of Naples will 
defend me.” 




%-n 




Maradona was brought to tears 


Northern Italian soccer fens 
reviled Maradona for the way 
Napoli snatched the leagne title 
away from AC MQan in the dos- 
ing stages of last season. 

- And when Argentina refimin- 
ated Italy on penalties in the 
World Cup semifinal last week, it 
seemed as if the entire nation had 


Diego Maradona 


turned against* him. •" - : 
Cantalamessa . said Maradona 
should be made ter honorary 
citizen of Naples in retegnitkmof 
his soocer talents^and for leading 
Nap oli to two league tides and 
the UEFA Cop tide.’ 


HOCKEY 


Penguins interested in 
signing Islanders’Trottier 


PITTSBURGH (AP)— The Pitt- 
sburgh Penguins are interested in 
signing free-agent center Bryan 
Trottier, die National Hockey 
League’s (NHL) seventh-leading 
all-tone scorer, who deaxed waiv- 
ers after being released by die 
New York Islanders. 

“He's a veal character guy,” 
Penguins General Manager Craig 
Patrick said Monday. “We have a 
lot of good young talent on our 
hockey club, and we have people 
who have good character. * But 
can’t add enough.” 

Trottier, who tarns 34 oa July 
17, helped the Islanders to four 
consecutive Stanley Cap Cham- 
pionships from 1980-83, has six 
100-point seasons and led the 
NHL in scoring in 1978-79 with 
134 points. 

But in 1988-89 he slipped to 17 
goals and 45 points, then bad 13 
goals and 24 points last season. 
He scored his last goal, the 500th 
of his career, on Feb. 13 and has 
1,353 points. 

New York released Trottier 
last week, buying out the last two 
years of his contract, worth about 
$1.9 millioa. Hie cleared waivers 
Sunday. 

Patrick said he is interested in 
discussing a “short-term situa- 
tion” with Trottier, who declined 
the offer of a front-office position 
with the Islanders, saying be feels 
be can still play. 


"We could always use another 
center-man and we have a situa- 
tion that I think might be appeal- 
ing,” Patrick said. 

Meanwhile the surgery that 
was considered a last resort for 
Mario Lenneux in February has 
become the only solution to the 
recurring bade problem of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins’ superstar 
centre. 

The Penguins announced Mon- 
day that surgeons will remove 


part, of a herniated disk in 
Lemieux’s bade Wednesday in 
hopes of relieving tiie pain. 

Lemieux could recover in as 
little as six weeks, team physician 
Charles Burke said, but doctors 
probably will need another six 
weeks before they can determine 
how successful the surgery was. 

“Well have some very good 
dues before then.” said Brake, 
who added that there was a 90- 
per cent chance Lenneux could 
be -ready for Pi tt s b ur gh's season 
opener on Oct. 5. 

“Despite tiie delicacy of tins 
surgery, the complications * are 
very small and very rare,” he 
said. “We do not expect any 
difficulties.” 

Back problems spoiled 
Lemieux’s hopes of breaking 
Wayne Gretzky’s National Hock- 
ey League-record 51-game point- 
scoring streak. Playing with a 
brace and despite pain, Lemieux 
had scored in 46 straight games 
before leaving the ice without a 
point on Feb. 14 against the New 
York Rangers. 

He went to Los Angela to see 
Dr. Robert Watkins, a spine spe- 
cialist who assigned him exercises 
to try to correct tiie problem 
without surgery. 

After missing 21 games, 
Lemieux returned for Pitt- 
sburgh's last game on March 31 
and scored a goal in a 3-2 over- 
time loss to Buffalo that knocked 
the Penguins out of the playoffs. 
They were 5-12-4 without him in 
the lineup and <fid not win a game 
away from Pittsburgh without 
him. 

Despite playing only 59 games, 
Lemieux finished with 45 goals 
and 123 points, fourth in the 
NHL in scoring behind Gretzky, 
Mark Messier and Steve Yzer- 
man. He was leading the league 
in scoring when his back gave 
out. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris - 



want a divorce, but only rf/ >7 3 
Vanna White gets custody ofnre.* 






Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
ona letter-to each square, to farm 
four onSnery words. 


£ 

DC 

r* 

LA!- 



LD 

’SUS’SSS 1 

— 



BYBEA 


_u_ 

L 




in 

IX. 




THAT SCRAMB LEDWORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold andfidb Lee 

Never a bus : t //> 

whan you need one '/ 



WENT ON FOOT IN 
A RAINSTORM. 




nrn 


Now strange the circled letter* to 
form the stsprtse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: K Y Y T T YY^t 
/IS. .rTwPh VI 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles BATCH CHAFF .DISOWN IMPORT 
Answer Sometimes oomes lo a head when Insults are 
thrown back and forth— A FIST 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
B TANNAH HIRSCH 
eiSBO Titourw Urtta Eentaos. Inc. 


AND THE LEAD IS ... 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 K76 

9 Q4 
0 A 73 

* K Q 10 7 S 

WEST EAST 

4 10 5 2 4843 

?AK9 UJ 10 765 

0QJS42 0 10 6 5 

*84 * 6 3 

SOUTH 

* A Q J 9 
9 832 
OX9 

* A 392 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North fiut 

1 NT Pass 4 NT Pan 

Pass 

Opening lead: ? 

There are few bridge players who 
won’t empathize with the tide of 
Matthew Granovetter’s new bridge 
mystery, I Shot My Bridge Partner. 
(Paperback, 365 pp., SI2.95 pins $2. 
shipping from Granovener Books, 
IS Village View Bluff, Ballston 
Lake N.Y. 12019.) But if everyone 
carried through on the title, bridge 
would have vanished years ago. 

This is a better book than Grano- 
vetter’s first, Murder at the Bridge 
Table. It is written with more humor 


and the murder mystery is more en- 
tertaining. And, again, there is a 
considerable amount of sage bridge 


advice. Our caveat, once again, is 
that we are not sure how well the 
two mix. 

This hand featured in the book is 
from a Swiss Team event. Cover all 
the hands except fra West, then de- 
ride what you would choose for 
your opening lead and why. 

At one table West led a low dia- 
mond. Declarer played low from 
dummy, took the king and then ran 
five dubs, followed by four spades. 
On the last spade West had to hold 
two diamonds and was forced to 
bare down to the ace of beans. 
Dummy came down to Q 4 of hearts 
and ace of diamonds, and declarer 
simply exited with a heart to set up a 
12th trick. 


At the other table. West led the 
king of hearts. Since the North- 
South bidding showed about 30 
HGP and West bdd 10, East was 
marked with virtually nothing. 
Therefore, West hoped to hit a long 
suit and was well rewarded. The de- 
fenders took toe first five heart 
tricks. 

The book is spiced with charac- 
ters, real and imaginary, you wifi 
recognize. Wrath a look. 


THE Daily Crossword by Wilson Mcfieath 


ACROSS 
1 Choice 

■ 

a 

a 

* 

s 

6 Contmadia 
deir— 

10 Gemstone 

u 





17 





destiny 

ZD 





McEntira 


73 

16 Leave out 

17 Entertain 

a 

a 

a 

a 


18 Remote 

a 

■ 




20 House 

Speaker once 
22 Sports org. 

» . 




*0 

u 

□ 




24 Kind of moth 


Ml 


26 Spread out 
30 Courtyards 

32 Bubbly drink 

33 Ms Raines 

35 Ready for war 
39 Generally 
41 Elia e.g. 





a 

■ 

■ 



- 


■ 


1 

a 

■ 

■ 

m 


43 Singer 
Haggard 

1 

r 

_ 

■ 



a 

a 

a 

al 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

!■ 

■ 

■ 


pa to. fet 


46 Girl In a 

Salinger story 
A7 Part of EAP 
49 Violent one 
51 Old: pref. 

S3 Burma's 

neighbor 

55 Part of a 
fishhook 

56 House 
Speaker 

■ during WW1 

62 Uncivil 

63 Turk, river 

64 Spectral 

65 Customer 

66 Breakfast dish 

67 A Reagan 
6B Sibley e.g. 

69 Eng. river 

70 Shoe inserts 


F 1890 Tribune Mada Serums. Me. 
AH RJWRMrt*! 


fw JOB . tel 


DOWN 

1 Newts ■ 

2 Zhivago's love 

3 Article 

4 Spree 

5 Press is the 
fourth 


6 “The Sheik 
of — 

7 Rejection 
3 Ski lift • 

9 Breadwinner 

10 House 
Speaker and 
Vice President 

11 Vestment 

12 Islamic coin . . 

13 Ms Kart 

21 Alpine sound 

25 — Carlo . 
Menotfi 

26 Swindle . 

27 Attitudinize 

28 Wlngflke 

29 House 
Speaker once 

31 8Jnd 
34 Castor's 
■ mother 

36 Swine food 

37 Ms Samms 


Yesterday's Puzzle Sejhriefc 
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mum 


45 Dilate . 

46 Picture' case 

50 Acclivity 

51 Respite » ~ 

38 Hunter’s game 52 Forest (n "As ' 
40 Zaire river • - You Ufce TP •: 
42 Prevent 54 Gather 


55 Whvj Word 
58 ;Regen!s iather 

'59‘ Br.oompo8er~ 

00 Parksr' 

61 Section- of- B.J 


P 


V; 




H ■ — ' 


•V . .. /.<{ 


— r . 










SOU* 


andfajj 
ails. r 



Z. 4 
? V'i 

-a 


tt«»5 

ass* 

3a 

B 

iflUrtrt 


ilW* 
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recession 

in East, growth in West 


““ Tbe recession 
m East Eoxopc and the Soviet 
Umoa is deepening, in contrast to 
s tron * ccoooimc growth in West- 
ern madeet ccomomies, accord- 
ing to « new U.N. report.. 

report published Monday 
wanted of bleak economic pros- 
pects for Ease Germany in the 
near future: It said tensions, in- 
ptading unemployment, arising 
froin economic union with West 
Germany should not be under- 
estimated. 

However the report added that 
stagnation , of the East German 
economy in the mettium term 
“would not appear to be a realis- 
tkscenario.” 

The report was compiled by 
experts at the United Nations 
Economic Commission for 
Emupe (ECE) that groups east 
and. west Europe,-- the United 
States and Canada. It was pub- 
lished as an update to the 34- 
nanon ECE’s main annual survey 
issued in ApriL 

The 27-page report said gross 
industrial output in East Europe 
fell by 13.4 per cent in the first 
thre months of 1990. In the Soviet 


Union it was down 1.2 per cent. 

In volume terms. East Euro- 
pean exports to the West were six 
per cent lower than the first 
quarter of 1989: Romania and 
Bulgaria witnessed the largest 
falls. Exports from the Soviet 
Union to the West fell 10 per 
cent, the report said. 

It said by mid- 1990, economic 
polities of tire emerging democra- 
cies in Eastern Europe were 
dominated by uncertainty. 

“Tbe .only certain element 
appears to be that the recession in 
Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union is far from having run its 
course,” it said. 

In a special section on German 
economic and monetary union, 
the report said East Germany’s 
huge investment potential was 
likely to favour a “relatively 
strong recovery in the medium 
term.”. U-N. officials said 
‘ "medium term” was defined as a 
period of at least one year after 
political onion. 

The report said that estimates 
for investment in infrastructure, 
envirom mental protection and in- 
dustrial capital adderd up to more 


than 1,500 billion Deutscfaemarks 
($910 billion). 

In tbe short term — before foil 
reunification of tbe two countries 
— a severe downturn in East 
German economic activity could 
not be ruled out, the report said. 

But it stressed that wealthy 
West Germany could afford the 
level of financial help needed by 
tbe east. Increased tax revenues 
from higher than expected econo- 
mic growth in West Germany 
meant that further tax increases 
might not be needed to finance 
the costs of unification, it said. 

It said that West Germany’s 
current account surplus was ex- 
pected to fall only slightly. Tbe 
inflationary impact of German 
economic union was likely to be 
modest because of the tight 
monetary policy of the West Ger- 
man Bundesbank and anticipated 
restraints in East German con- 
sumption, it said. 

The report said West Ger- 
many’s gross national product 
was expected to grow by four per 
cent this year, against an average 
of three per cent for West Europe 
as a whole. 


British finance minister sees no 
problem with pound’s strength 


HOUSTON (R) — British Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer John 
Major Monday signalled he had 
no objections to the recent surge 
in sterling but wanted there could 
be no prospect of interest falling 
before inflation moderates. 

Major also spelled out Britain's 
commitment to pegging the pond 
to the European Monetary Sys- 
tem but gave no dues on when 
the government would act. 

Sterling has forged ahead on 
international currency markets, 
driven by feverish speculation 
that Britain is about to lock the 
pound into the grid of semi-fixed 
exchange rates. 

Bat Major took a relaxed view 
of the advance. 

"Even at the exchange rate 
which sterling has reached this 
morning, it has only... gone bade 
to the effective exchange rate, that 
existed a bonf I3 mbnths ;aao.” . 
Major told jon^ialists-^^I^at 
seems to me to bean unsustain- 
able surge.” 

The pound surged by nearly 
three pfennigs against the Deuts- 
cbemark in Europe Monday to 
hit 2.98 marks following a report 
in a British Sunday newspaper 
that tiie Bank of England was 
willing to let the currency climb 

as far as three marks. 

Although there are fears that 


the rise will squeeze the profits of 
Britsh companies. Major said 
Weest Germany and Japan — 
nations with traditionally strong 
currencies — had not seen their 
exports suffer from exchange rate 
appreciation. 

Major also spelt out that Bri- 
tain had not changed its view that 
inflation must fall to closer to the 
average level in tbe European 
Community (EC) before the 
pound could be linked to the 


exchange rate mechanism. 

In the 12-nation EC, all but 
Britain, Greece and Portugal are 
full members of the European 
Monetary System. 

He said inflation was still “sig- 
nificantly higher’’ than desired 
even after removal of distortions 
caused by the inclusion of mort- 
gage rates in the retail price 
index. The index showed a year- 
on-year rise of 9.4 per cent in 
April. 


TWANG 
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Big Sale on PIANOS 


15% reduction plus one accordeon plus one 
violin as GIFT 

While the stock lasts 

New Insurance BIcL, Third Circle 
Jabal Amman, Tel: 644201 


MMIeyes 
E. Europe 
opportunities 

WARSAW (R) — Marsh and 
McLennan Companies Inc, 
(MMI) of tbe United States, tbe 
world's biggest insurance broker, 
said Tuesday it was eyeing busi- 
ness opportunities in Eastern 
Europe. 

“We’ve made a commitment to 
taking a very serious look at East 
European countries. It’s the only 
part of the world we're not oper- 
ating in at the moment,” MMI 
Deputy Chairman Philip 
Wroughton said during a visit to 
Warsaw. 

New York-based MMI opened 
an office in Vienna last month 
responsible for Eastern Europe. 

Wroughton told reporters pros- 
pects for business in Poland would 
depend on insurance legislation 
expected to go before parliament 
shortly. 

“If it turns out to be favourable 
towards brokers and a free mar- 
ket, we would be taking a very 
serious look,” he said. 

Poland has five domestic insur- 
ers, one of which — Warta — is 
already active on the London 
reinsurance market. But direct 
broking has been virtually non- 
existent, Wroughton said. 

He said opportunities in both 
broking and reinsurance would 
grow as privatisation spread. 
“The knock-on effect of a free 
market is added exposure to risk, 
which requires insurance." 

Newly privatising companies 
would need brokers to advise on 
their insurance needs and arrange 
third-party, property and other 
cover through domestic insurers 
and on the world market, MMI 
officials said. 

MMI is a subsidiary of Marsh 
and McLennan Companies, Inc 
(MMQ, which operates in more 
than 80 countries and had turnov- 
er in 1989 of S2.4 billion. 


Iran backs Iraqi call 
for $25 barrel of oil 


NICOSIA (R) — A senior Ira- 
nian official has backed Iraq’s call 
for an oil target price of $25 a 
barrel, saying it should form the 
basis of the fight to raise slump- 
ing prices at an OPEC conference 
later this month. 

Aii Shams Ardakani, adviser to 
the minister of mines and metals, 
said in an article in Ettelaat news- 
paper Monday that Iran and Iraq 
should form a solid from to push 
for higher prices against OPEC 
quota-busters. 

"Fortunately, the Iraqi oil 
minister has announced.... that 
the oil price should be set ai $25 
per barrel. This very statement 
should be taken as a cornerstone 
in the cooperation for oil price 
adjustment,” the official Iranian 
news agency IRNA quoted Arda- 
kani as telling the newspaper. 

Oil prices have dropped to 
about $14 a barrels from around 
$21 at the beginning of tbe 
year largely because of overpro- 
duction by Kuwait and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Iran and Iraq, who fought a 
bitter war from 1980 to 1988, 
have been drawn increasingly 
closer in OPEC by a common 
desire for higher prices to pro- 
duce revenue to finance' war re- 
construction projects. 

Ardakani said the oil price 
issue was a good testing ground 
for Iraq's capability to cooperate 
with Iran on regional policies. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Saadoun Hammadi said two 
weeks ago that the 13 members of 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
should maintain their output 
quotas until oil prices reach $25 a 
barrel. 

OPEC ministers are due to 
meet in Geneva July 25 to discuss 
production plans for the rest of 
the year. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabian Oil 
Minister Hisham Nazer said 
Monday King Fahd was eager to 
stabilise the petroleum market 


and ensure success of the forth- 
coming OPEC conference. 

The Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
said the minister was speaking at 
the weekly cabinet meeting held 
in Jeddah. 

King Fahd "is extremely keen 
to restore stability to the pet- 
roleum market and that the king- 
dom does its utmost to ensure the 
success of OPEC’s conference 
due to be held in Geneva July 
25,” Nazer told the cabinet. 

SPA, monitored in Cyprus, 
said Nazer briefed the cabinet on 
the outcome of a Gulf tour that 
took him to Kuwait, the UAE, 
Qatar and Iraq. 

He also briefed tbe meeting on 
talks he had with the Algerian, 
Nigerian and Libyan oil ministers 
who vistied the kingdom at va- 
rious times earlier this month, it 
added. 

The tour was "within the 
framework of joint efforts to res- 
tore stability to tbe petroleum, 
market,” it explained. 

Nazer visited Baghdad Sunday 
and diplomats there said he had 
been entrusted with trying to 
resolve a rift between Iraq and 
two Gulf Arab states — Kuwait 
and the UAE — accused of 
undermining world oil prices by 
exceeding output quotas. 

The diplomats said a letter 
Nazer delivered to Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein dealt with 
ways to reduce a petroleum glut 
that caused a 30 per cent drop in 
oil prices this year. 

Iraq last month accused tbe 
two states of flooding the market 
with cheap crudes and urged 
OPEC members to adhere strictly 
to the group's production rules. 

Key oil ministers have reported 
some progress m bilateral deli- 
berations ahead of the OPEC 
conference. 

They say the aim at the confer- 
ence will be to reach an accord to 
restore average spot prices to 
OPEC’s declared target of $18 
per barrel- 


China releases grim figures 


BEUING (AP) — After months 
of upbeat reports on economic 
recovery, China’s government re- 
leased grim figures Monday for 
1990’s first six months that 
showed particularly poor per- 
formance by state-owned indus- 
try- 

Finance Minister Wang Bing- 
qian, speaking at the opening of 
tiie national working conference 
on finance in Beijing, characte- 
rised China's financial situation 
as “still fairly grim,” the official 
Xinhua news agency reported. 

Wang said China was afflicted 
by that cycle in 1986, “when 
economic rectification came to a 
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Centra! Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Storting 
Deatscbcmarfc 
Swiss franc 


Bmj 

.See 

French franc 

120J 

121.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

441 3 

443.9 

663.0 

£67.0 

Dutch guilder 

358.5 

360.7 

1307.6 

1214.8 

Swedish crown 

111.5 

112.2 

403.7 

406.1 

UaJinn lira (for 100) 

55.0 

55-3 

477.2 

480.1 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

195.5 

196.7 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading worid currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

cm the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.8195.8205 

U.S. dollar 

One' U.S. cfollar 1.1555/65 

Canadian dollar 

1.6410/15 i.... 

Deutschemarks 

1. 8485/95 

Dutch guilders 

13845/55 

Swiss francs 

- 33.71/76 

Belgian francs 

53040/90 

French francs 

1202/1203 

Italian lire 

149.10/20 

Japanese yen 

- 5.9375/9425 

Swedish crowns 

6.2900/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2425/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 353.50/354-25 

U.S. dollars 


Tel: 625155 


TO LET 

Suitable for foreign expatriates or diplomatic missions. 

— (2) Two deluxe unfurnished apartments, each consisting of 
four bedrooms, salon, dining-room, sitting room and three 
toilets. First & second floor, each floor has one separate 
apartment. 

— Deluxe unfurnished roof consisting of three bedrooms, salon, 
two toilets, and terrace. 

— Separate central heating for each apartment 

— Location: Behind Amra Hotel. 

Interested please call: AJ-Sukkar International EsL 
Phone: 849903 




Jordan Times 


4 RENT 

Many villas and apartments 
for rent & sale furnished or 
unfurnished in Abdoun, Urn 
Utheina, Sweifieh and many 
other locations. 

For more details please call 

ABDOUN REAL 


Tal: 

810609,810605 
Fax: 810520 


premature end." 

Domestic revenue for 1990’s 
first half accounted for less than 
40 per cent of the state budget, or 
121.94 billion yuan ($25 billion) — 
a 10.5 per cent increase' over tiie 
same,. period last yean- 

Domestic expenditure of 123 
billion yuan ($26 billion) mean- 
while, was about 39 per cent of 
the state budget, a 12 per cent 
increase over last year, it said. 

“The execution of the national 
budget was not satisfactory 
enough in tbe first half of this- 
year,” the report said. 

Xinhua quoted Wang as blam- 
ing China’s economic woes on 
low industrial production, a slug- 
gish market and insufficient con- 
trol over expenditures. 

He called for continued tight- 
ening of finance and credit, warn- 
ing that ‘If (they) are relaxed and 
demand is artificially stimulated, 
there will surely be a sinister 
circle of ‘inflation-austerity- 
inflation' again.” 

The only other statistics in the 
report were for state-owned en- 


terprises, which for years have 
been a drain on China’s finances. 

Compared with the same 
period last year, their output 
value dropped 0.5 per cent while 
sales Tevenue dropped '2.4 per 
•cent- --- - 

Profits plummeted more than* 
59 per cent, and the number of 
enterprises operating at a loss 
rose 14 per cent to more than 
one-third of all state-owned in- 
dustrial enterprises. The report 
did not figures beyond the per- 
centages. 

China's industry still is reeling 
from the impact of a government 
austerity programme, begun in 
late 1988, that has sharply cut 
official spending, new construc- 
tion and credit. 

Production by the industrial 
sector as a whole plunged more 
than six per cent from the same 
period last year. 

However, the official People’s 
Daily said Monday that industrial 
production "took a turn for the 
better in the first half of the 
year." 


Two furnished apartments each consists of one bedroom 
— living room — kitchen and bath — central heating & 
telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman, bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel. 641443 - 642351 


DELUXE FURNISHED ROOF 
FOR RENT 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mitsubishi Colt 1982 model. Duty paid. In very 

good condition. 

Final price: JD 3,500. 

(Expatriate owner) 

Please call Tel. 661229 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of: Two bedrooms, main bedroom, dining room, 
living room, sitting room with veranda. 

Location: 7th Circle Abdallah Ghousheh Str. 
For further details please contact tel: 822865 be- 
tween 4 pJiL - 8 p.m. Just today. 


Grant of $2.3m raises 
EC education aid to 
Jordan to $7 million 

By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times snuff Reporter 


AMMAN — The European 
Community (EC) has granted 1.8 
million European Currency Units 
(ECUs) — equivalent to $2.3 
million — in line with an assist- 
ance agreement aimed at helping 
Jordan upgrade its education sys- 
tem, the EC delegate in Amman 
announced Tuesday. 

The assistance, which is offered 
in conjunction with a World Bank 
programme to assist training and 
upgrading the skills of teachers in 
secondary schools, is expected to 
raise EC educational aid to Jor- 
dan so far this year to 5.5 million 
ECUs ($7 million), EC delegate 
Christian Falkowski said. 

The entire amount, provided 
for in the third protocol between 
the Community and the King- 
dom, is expected to be allocated 
to expand Jordan's educational 
infrastructure and qualitative re- 
search capabilities, Falkowski 
told the Jordan Times. 

“The Community has granted 
23.1 million ECUs ($29.5 million) 
through the first and second pro- 
tocol funds towards scientific, 
educational and vocational pro- 
jects aimed at training and up- 
grading the capabilities of scien- 
tists, researchers and technicians, 
and providing up-to-date technol- 
ogy for related facilities, " F&l- 

kowski said. - 

The aim of this technical assist- 
ance is also to strengthen links 
among higher education, voca- 
tional training and manpower de- 
mand. The duration of this third 
protocol is four years and it is 
implemented through the Minis- 
try of Education. 


"This is part of EC support in 
the education field to Jordan. We 
have extended a total of 32 mil- 
lion ECUs ($45 million) in aid to 
Jordan over the past 10 years, ’’ 
Falkowski said. 

The University of Jordan's 
Faculty of Engineering and Tech- 
nology was the largest single 
grant-financed EC project, worth 
ECU 8.7 million ($11 million). 

According to Community re- 
cords, funds have been granted to 
the Ministry of Education (to two 
secondary industrial schools), tbe 
Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion, the Faculty of Science at 
Yarmouk University and the 
Royal Scientific Society. 

"The funds aimed at improving 
the scientific knowledge and tech- 
nical capabilities of the staff, and 
equipping and improving labor- 
atories and workshops,” accord- 
ing to Falkowski. 

Records also show grants tot- 
alling 5.4 million ECUs ($6.9 
million) for financing workshops 
and classroom material for sever- 
al industrial and vocational train- 
ing centres and industrial schools 
run by the Vocational Training 
Corporation at Sahab, Zarqa and 
Amman as well as an ECU 2 
million ($2.5 million) grant to the 
Ministry of Education for impro- 
ving education management, cur- 
ricula development and adminis- 
trative and teaching skills for 
vocational and secondary educa- 
tion. 

In addition to extending direct 
aid, the Community also offers 
scholarships for Jordanian 
teachers to gain advanced train- 
ing in Europe and assigns experts 
to visit Joidan and offer advice 
and training, the EC delegate 
said. 


U.S. cities 
choke in grip 
of bankruptcy 


WASHINGTON (R) — Cities 
across the United States are rac- 
ing against the dock to avoid 
going bankrupt — half of those 
with populations over 10,000 ex- 
pect budget shortfalls this year. 

The nation's capital city 
announced last week it could not 
pay some $55 million owed to the 
city pension fund or $30 million 
owed for local transport. Ali in 
all, Washington will be short $100 
million when its finandal year 
ends Sept. 30. 

"We’ve had projected short- 
falls before, but nothing tike 
this,” Washington budget office 
spokesman Willy Lynch told 
Renters. 

"We are having cash problems 
because revenues aren't coming 
in — like dries all over the U.S., 


especially on the east coast," he 
said. 

A survey unveiled this month 
by the National League of Cities 
shows Lynch is not alone. Half of 
America’s 576 dries with popula- 
tions over 10,000 expect budget 
shortfalls this year, squeezed by 
felling revenues and rising costs. 

Costs are rising for employee 
health care, transport systems 
and programmes to fight pollu- 
tion, drugs, AIDS and poverty. 

New York City agonised for 
months over a predicted $1.8 
trillion shortfall in its finandal 
year ending June 30, 1990. It 
finally raised income, property 
and real estate taxes and cut $240 
million in park, library and other 
public services to dose the gap. 


BRITISH CITIZENS: 
RIGHT TO VOTE 

The Representation of the People Act of 1909 has made 
Important changes In who can vote In U.K. Parliamentary 
and European Parliamentary Elections, 

1. Even If you left the U.K. as long ego as October 1970 
you can still vote. 

2. People who left the U.K. before they were old enough 
to be Included on the Sectoral Register may register 
as overseas electors. 

3. You need no longer deolare an Intention to return to the 
U.K. 

In order to qualify you need to fill in an application form 
by *10 October 1990. 

Tbget a tormand axplana tory lasftot contact the 
Consular Section, British Embassy, P.O. Box 67, 
Abdoun. 

* 18 September IBM In Northern Ireland. 


Mil Roebok Shop 

SHOES S SPORT WEAR 
Shmetesnl - Islamic Bank Bldg, "lei,- 6SB7B6 
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Thousands killed by goyemmentsin 1 989- Amnesty 


LONDON (R) — Governments 
struggling to control ethnic and 
nationalist tensions killed tens of 
thousands of their citizens in 
1989, the human rights group 
Amnesty International said 
Wednesday in its annual report. 

“Around the world, particular- 
ly where the tensions erupted into 
violence, tens of thousands of 
people became victims of security 
operations resulting in disappear- 
ances and extrajudicial executi- 
ons,” the London-based group' 

It said prisoners were tortured 
in close to 100 countries, people 
disappeared or were held in sec- 
ret detention in more than 20 
countries and death squads linked 
to governments operated in more 
than 35 countries. 

“In countless cases, state tor- 
ture was the price citizens paid 
for being identified as sympathis- 
ers with ethnic or nationalist 
movements,” Amnesty said in 
the report on human rights 
observance in 138 countries. 

Amnesty listed China, the 
Soviet Union, the Israeli-occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
Sudan, Iraq and Guatemala as 
among the places where ethnic 
and nationalist conflict led to 
human rights abuse by the au- 
thorities. 

In China, at least 1,000 civi- 


lians were killed and thousands 
injured in early June last year 
after weeks of pro-democracy de- 
monstrations in Peking, Amnesty 
said. Secret executions and tor- 
ture of prisoners followed. 

The report said that in Tibet 
Chinese troops broke up demon- 
strations by TiOetans demanding 
independence in March 1989 and 
imposed martial law in the capit- 
al, Lhasa, leading to anests and 
torture of prisoners. 

Soviet soldiers and riot troops 
killed 20 people and wounded up 
to 3 ,’000 in dispersing' a crowd 
demonstrating for Georgian inde- 
pendence in April 1989, Amnesty 
said. 

At least 60 people prosecuted 
under criminal taw in the Soviet 
Union were imprisoned or forc- 
ibly confined to psychiatric hos- 
pitals for exercising their human 
rights, it said. 

In the Palestinian uprising in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
more than 260 unarmed Arab 
civilians, including children, were 
shot dead by Israeli forces, often 
in circumstances suggesting ex- 
cessive use of force or deliberate 
killings. Amnesty said. 

“Others died in incidents 
where tear gas was possibly de- 
liberately misused,” the report, 
said, accusing Israeli authorities 
of failing to investigate the inci- 


dents adequately. 

In Guatemala, the security 
forces and death squads linked to 
them were reported to be impli- 
cated in hundreds of extrajudicial 
executions and disappearances. 
Amnesty said. 

The report also documented 
attacks by security forces on hu- 
man rights activities in Columbia, 
Honduras, Pern and Brazil. 

Human rights progress in 

Africa 


Hundreds of prisoners of con- 
science were freed in Africa last 
year but major human rights 
abuses remained. Amnesty said. 

Mass arrests took place, dozens 
of extrajudicial! executions were 
carried out and long-term politic- 
al prisoners had still not been 
brought to trial on the continent, 
the organisation said in its annual 
report. 

“Significant numbers of un- 
armed civilians were killed by 
soldiers fighting insurgents and 
people were targeted for arrest 
largely because of their ethnic or 
regional origins,’' Amnesty said. 

The report said prisoners of 
conscience and political prisoners 
were released last year in Benin, 
Ethiopia, Somalia, South Africa, 
Namibia and Angola. 


Nigeria said public executions 
had stopped. It reported 12 ex- 
ecutions last year compared with 
85 in the previous year. Amnesty 
said more might have taken place 
that were not reported. 

In South Africa, 60 bangings 
took place, significantly fewer 
than 117 in the previous year. 

But Amnesty said that in 
Somalia the release of some pris- 
oners was followed by a wave of 
arrests in the middle of the year 
when many protesters were killed 
and 40 people were executed 
extrajudidally. 

“In Somalia and other coun- 
tries where government soldiers 
were fighting insurgents, such as 
Ethiopia, Liberia and Sudan, sig- 
nificant numbers of unarmed civi- 
lians arrested were summarily ex- 
ecuted in areas affected by armed 
conflict." the report said. 

Amnesty said a military coup in 
Sudan in June was followed by 
mass arrests, possibly the largest 
number of political arrests any- 
where in sub-Saharan Africa last 
year. 

‘The other country in which a 
startling new pattern of human 
rights violations was noted in 
1989 was Mauritania,'’ said 
Amnesty. It said the government 
took action against black south- 
ern Mauritanians after intercom- 
munal killings. • 


In Chad, government claims to 
have thwarted a coup in April last 
year were followed by the arrests 
of several hundred members of 
the Zaghawa community, the re- 
port said. 

It added that the government 
refused to say what happened to 
those arrested and there were 
fears that some had been sum- 
marily executed. 

In both Chad and Malawi, con- 
siderable numbers of political de- 
tainees arrested in previous years . 
remained m detention without 
charge or trial throughout last 
year. 

Other African -countries holding 
large numbers of political prison- 
ers without trial or after unfair 
trials included Camerbun, Con- 
go, Ghana and Uganda, Amnesty 
said. 

Abuses in Europe 

Amnesty said the massive poli- 
tical upheaval in Eastern Europe 
in 1989 had led to greater free- 
dom but there bad still been 
human rights violations across the 
continent. 

The release of thousands of 
prisoners of conscience and grea- 
ter freedom in the East followed 
mass demonstrations during 
which security forces arrested, 
tortured, detained and even kil- 


led protesters, the London-based 

group said. • 

In Albania, those, who triedto 
exercise their right to freedom 
were liable to harsh punishment. 
Amnesty said. 

In Yugoslavia, at least 4,500 
people, including 1,700 prisoners 
erf consriengp, were detained last 
year. Political prisoners were 
often denied a fair trial and there 
were allegations of brutality, the 
report said. * 

At least 60 people prosecuted 
under priori nallaw in the Soviet 
Union were imprisoned or forc- 
ibly confined to psychiatric hos- 
pitals for exercising their human 
rights. Amnesty said. At least 32 
were jailed for objecting to milit- 
ary service, it said. 

Hundreds of conscientious ob- 
jectors to military service were 
also imprisoned - in- France, 
Greece, Italy and Switzerland. 
Smaller numbers were jailed in 
Cyprus and Finland. 

Amnesty said hundreds of pris- 
oners of conscience were jailed in 
Turkey, with reports of several 
deaths as a result of torture: 
Ill-treatment in police custody 
or prison was reported in Austria, 
France, Italy, Portugal, Spam 
and West Germany. 

Amnesty said evidence 
emerged in Britain of collusion 
between Northern Ireland’s 


security forces and members of 
Protestant paramilitary -groups 
set up to eounterthe Irish Repub- 
lican Army’s guerrilla battle to 
endBritish rale. 

The report said tilling, Impris- 
onment and torture of Kurds in 
Turkey illustrated why Amnesty 
was focusing on human rights 
violations in an ethnic context. 

. It said . that in Yugoslavia’s 
Kosovo province, at least 27 peo- 
ple were killed and 1,000 people 
arrested during demonstrations 
by ethnic Albanians against prop- 
osed constitutional changes limit- 
ing. thc : province’s autonomy. 

- At least 20 people were tilled • 
and 3,000 injured when Soviet 
troops and riot police were 
alleged to have used firearms, 
shovels and poison gas to disperse 
.a crowd calling for independence' 
in Georgia. - 

Amnesty added that seven 
ethnic Turks died during demon- 
strations against the Bulgarian 
government’s campaign to assimi- 
late them. Other Turks were re- 
ported to have been beaten dr' 
arrested. 

Bulgaria’s government 
announced in December 1989 it 
would end key aspects of the 
assimilation policy. 


Sri Lankan troops battle 
to besieged camp 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
troops, overcoming fierce resist- 
ance from Tamil separatist guer- 
rillas, cut a corridor through thick 
jungle in the northwest region to 
rescue colleagues in a besieged 
camp, military sources said 
Tuesday. 

“They reached their goal," said 
an officer in Colombo after re- 
ceiving confirmation that two 
army columns had succeeded in a 
pincer advance on Mannar, a 
strategic town on the northwest 
coast, to reinforce troops af a 
camp there. Rebels have been in 
control of the town and areas 
outside the camp. 

At least 100 rebels and 15 
soldiers died in the seven-day 
operation. 

Troops advancing from Putta- 
lam on the northwest coast to 
Mannar, 120 kilometres further 
north, fought hundreds of rebels 
in fortified bases in thick jungle in 


a wildlife park. 

The second column from 
Vavmriya, 80 kilometres east of 
Mannar, met less resistance. 

Sri L ank an soldiers have been 
fighting Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) guerrillas 
*for the past four weeks after the 
rebels broke a year-old ceasefire 
during which they held negotia- 
tions with the government. The 
Tigers are demanding a separate 
state for the country's Tamil 
minority. 

More than 900 rebels, mem- 
bers of the security forces and 
civilians have died in the vio- 
lence. 

Officials said 60 rebels were 
killed in eastern Amparai and 
Trincomalee districts where the 
army has surrounded large rebel 
camps. 

A government statement said 
security forces destroyed an intri- 
cate system of bunkers built in 


sand dunes at Kaddaiparichchan 
in Trincomalee. 

“It consisted of a system of 
ventilation and observation facili- 
ties to enable the terrorists to live 
underground for a long period of 
time. The well-equipped kitchen 
could feed 300 at a time. Ten 
tonnes of food including dried 
venison and salted meat were 
found,” it said. 

Deputy Defence Minister Ran- 
jan Wijeratne told diplomats on 
Monday that the government 
might invite representatives of 
South Asian countries, the Com- 
monwealth and the Non-Aligned 
Movement as observers if talks 
with the rebels were held again. 

He was speaking during a Fore- 
ign Ministry briefing for diplo- 
mats after President Ranasinghe 
Premadasa recommended inter- 
national mediation Sunday. 

“It is only with the involvement 
of the international community in 



a manner acceptable to us that 
the dialogue can recommence," 
Premadasa said. 

Wijeratne said all steps were 
being taken to minimise civilian 
casualties in the army offensive. 

He said normality bad been 
restored in most areas of the east 
while operations continued in the 
northern districts of Jaffna, Mul- 
laitivu, Killinochchi and Vavu- 
niya. 


Indian minister appeals to Sikh 
politicians on Punjab peace 


CHANDIGARH, India (R) — 
Indian Home Minister Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed urged Sikh 
politicians Tuesday to press mili- 
tants to stop their bloody war for 
independence in Punjab so a new 
state government could be 
elected. 

“We too want a popular gov- 
ernment to be elected in Punjab 
at the earliest which could guide 
the destiny of the state," he told a 
news conference in Chandigarh, 
capital of the northern state, 
which is going through another 
surge of killings. 

“But elections cannot be held 
in a situation in which the people 
either can’t vote or have to vote 
at gunpoint,” Sayeed said. 

Sikh politicians stepped up 
their demands for state elections 
in May after the new Indian 
government, which came to pow- 
er in December promising a solu- 
tion to the decade-old Sikh in- 
surgency, extended central rule 
for another six months. 

Central rule was first imposed 
in May 1987, but the advent of a 
new government in New Delhi 
raised hopes of a solution begin- 
ning with state elections. 

Instead, the violence in which 
thousands of people have died 
increased. Many government 
officials and security force offic- 
ers say they believe militants 


fighting for an independent 
homeland stepped up their war to 
prevent elections. 

Sayeed put the onus on prepar- 
ing for voting on the fractious 
factions of the Sikh A kali Dal 
Party. 

“The political parties will have 
to play an important role along 
with tiie people to stamp out 
terrorism and bring peace to the 
state." he said. 

“Why are they not appealing to 
the killers of innocent people to 
stop their bullets so that elections 
can take place?” 

Last year, about 1,800 people 
were killed in the militant fight 
for a homeland they call Khalis- 
tan {land of the pure). 

This year, police have reported 
< almost as many deaths. 

Sayeed repeated Delhi’s fre- 
quent accusation that Pakistan 
was arming and training Sikh 
militants. It also alleges that Isla- 
mabad backs Muslim separatists 
.in Kashmir. Pakistan, which has 
fought three wars with India, 
denies all the charges. 

Sayeed alleged Pakistan was 
increasing its backing of the Sikh 
militants and pumping more arms 
and money into Punjab. 

‘The Indian government even 
knows the place in Pakistan 
where such subversive activities 


against India are planned and 
executed," he said. 

Sayeed gave no details, but 
intelligence sources said militant 
leaders are based in Pakistan, 
many of them in and around 
Lahore, the main city of Pakistani 
Punjab. 

The sources said the leadership 
had ‘sent instructions to step up 
attacks on security forces and 
supplied more weapons over the 
last three months as tension be- 
tween India and Pakistan in- 
1 creased over the Kashmir seces- 
sionist uprising. 

They said there might be as 
many as 2,500 assault rifles in 
militant bands in Punjab, double 
the estimate of six months ago. 

Police said 36 members of the 
security forces were killed in mili- 
tant attacks in June. In July, the 
number was already 22, they said. 

Police said militants killed 
prominent Sikh politician Bal- 
want Singh and three companions 
Tuesday in Chandigarh, which 
has largely been free of the 
violence rampant elsewhere in 
the state. 

Senior police officials said thev 
believed the murder of Balwant 
Singh, twice state finance minis- 
ter, was another militan t warning 
to politicians to have nothing to 
do with elections. 


10 killed in Kenyan political violence 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Clashes were reported Tuesday in 
several rural areas and low- 
income neighbourhoods ringing 
Nairobi on the fourth day of 
unrest m Kenya. 

The clashes began Saturday 
when police used tear gas 
and guns to disperse a pro- 
democracy rally that turned vio- 
lent. At least 10 people have been 
killed in four days of fighting 
since then. 

New skirmishes between stone- 
throwing mobs and armed secur- 
ity forces were reported Tuesday 
morning in Kiambu, Nyeri and 
Gitbimgari. 

Violence also was reported 
from Kangemi and Kawangware, 
low-income neighbourhoods on 
Nairobi's western edge, where 
residents alleged that government 
security forces beat people 


throughout the night. 

Nairobi’s commercial district, 
the scene of widespread dashes 
Saturday and email disturbances 
Sunday, appeared calm Tuesday. 

Two new fatalities from Moor 
day’s fighting were reported 
Tuesday. One man died of a 
bullet wound in Githongmi, and 
another was killed in the northern 
town ofNakuru when he was shot 
in the stomach. 

The government, winch only 
Monday acknowledged the fight- 
ing, has not commented on 
casualties. 

Although some rioters have 
continued to shout anti- 
goverament slogans and give a 
two-fingered salute showing their 
support for multiparty democra- 
cy, observers said the violence 
appeared to be growing less poli- 
tically oriented. 


“dearly the trigger was politic- 
al, but I think it is increasingly 
becoming a question of simple 
lawlessness as people take the 
opportunity to engage in loot- 
ing,” said a Western diplomat, 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

President Dame! Arap Moi 
Tuesday, in comments to Kenyan 
troops recently returned from 
U.N. peacekeeping duty in Nami- 
bia blamed the riots on “hooli- 
gans and drug addicts.” He said 
his government would continue 
hunting down instigators of the 
violence. 

The government Monday 
ordered police to use whatever 
force necessary to quell the ds- 
turbances. Arap Mot’s comments 
were his first pubhc statement on 
the situation. 


Former 
Romanian 
aide seeks 
asylum in 
Switzerland 

GENEVA (R) — Former Roma- 
nian Tourism Minister Mihai 
Lupoi has asked for political asy- 
lum in Switzerland, a Justice 
Ministry spokeswoman' said 
Tuesday. 

“I can confirm that he is in the 
country and that he has asked for 
asylum,” she said. 

Lupoi would be given a hearing 
by Swiss authorities Wednesday, 
she added. 

The daily La Tribune de 
Geneve reported that Lupoi, 37, 
flew to Geneva with his wife 
Magdalena last Wednesday and 
requested political asylum the fol- 
lowing day. 

The newspaper said Lupoi, an 
army architect, complained of 
harassment by the government of 
Prime Minister Petre Roman. 


Chamorro calls in army 
to restore order in Managua 


MANAGUA (Agencies) — Pres- 
ident Viol eta Chamorro called in 
the army Monday to restore 
order in the Nicaraguan capital 
after striking workers dashed 
with government supporters in 
the worst s treet violence in Man- 
agua in a decade. 

Heavily armed soldiers began 
removing street barricades, but 
strike leaders said the work stop- 
page would go no. 

One person died and 34 were 
wounded in the dashes Monday, 
bringing to four the number of 
people killed in the violence since 
Friday. 

Mrs. Chamorro addressed the 
nation on state radio and televi- 
rion as thousands of Sandinistas 
backing a general strike returned 
to the streets and, defying gov- 
ernment orders, erected more 
barricades and lit bonfires. Her 
speech was delayed for four hours 
until police d eared Sandinista 
students and workers seized and 
briefly held a government broad- 
casting centre. 

Gunfire was heard throughout 
the tity and a haze of fool- 
smelling smoke covered much of 
the tity as Sandinista demonstra- 
tors burned tires and trash along- 
side the barricades. 

Mrs. Chamorro called for res- 
traint. urging “democratic 
Nicaraguans not to let themselves 
be provoked, and not to answer 
violence with violence, which has 
already claimed victims.” 

The violence followed a strike 
called in pan to protest what die 


unions say are massive firings by 
the Chamorro government. 
Workers also want a greater voice 
in setting economic policy. 

Mrs. Chamorro accused the 
Sandinistas of calling the nation- 
wide strike and fomenting the 
disturbances. Despite their defeat 
in February elections at the hands 
of Mrs. Chamorro’s U.S.-backed 
coalition, the 'Sandinistas remain 
the country’s largest political 
force. 

Former president Daniel Orte- 
ga urged her government to 
negotiate with die striking work- 
ers. 

“This conflict cannot be solved 
by force. Any attempt in that 
direction is an invitation to 
chaos.” be said m a radio inter- 
view. 

Main streets in Managua were 
blocked, bringing the capital to 
near-standstiD. It was reminiscent 
of the 1979 revolution, when San- 
dinistas built roadblocks in then- 
fight to overthrow dictator Gen. 
Anastas io Somoza. 

A group of men armed with 
Soviet AK-47 automatic rifles 
tried to shoot their way info 
Radio Corporation before Mrs. 
Chamomo was to give her speech 
there, announcer Carlos Torres 
said. Four guards were wounded, 
he said. 

Torres said Radio Corporation 
went off the air shortly after the 
attack, “for reasons that I do not 
know.” 

Mrs. Chamorro was able to 
give her speech after police 


cleared it of strident protesters. 

Mrs. Chamorro said she 
ordered the army and police “to 
proceed immediately to maintain 
public order and guarantee the 
security of citizens." 

She said her government is 
seeking “social concord within 
the framework of national dia- 
logue,” and this should be carried 
out “in a climate of peace aiid 
understanding and not one of fear 
-and intimidation.” 

’ On Sunday night, strikers 
blocked die road from the inter- 
national airport to Managua with 
barricades made of paving stones. 
Police using mechanical shoves, 
cleared ' the barricades Monday 
afternoon, but groups of strikers, 
blocked the road again Monday. 

• night. _ 

Hie labour unrest caused wide- 
spread disruption throughout 
Managua. Electricity and water 
service was cut off to most of the 
tity of about 1 million residents. 
The capital’s airport was dosed 
by an air traffic controllers strike. 

- Mail service and operator- 
assisted phone calls have been 
suspended since last week due to 
the strike. ■ ■ 

Strike leaders claim that more 
than 80,000 public and private 
sector workers have joined file 
gradually spreading week-old 
walkout. 

A similar strike by public sec- 
tor workers brought the country 
to a virtual standstill in May. 
Strikers won major concessions 
including raises of 100 per cent. 


‘U.S. evidence against Noriega weak’ 


PANAMA CITY (R) — Attor- 
ney General Rogelio Cruz has 
said that the Miami drug traffick- 
ing case against ousted strongman » 
Manuel Antonio Noriega was 
weak but that criminal charges 
filed in Panama against the for- 
mer general would ensure be 
would not go free even if the U.S. 
case fails. 

Cruz told a news conference 
Panama was watching “with great 
interest” pre-trial manoeuvring in 
the case which charges Noriega 


with taking hundreds ot 
thousands of dollars in exchange 
for allowing drags to be smuggled 
through Panama. The trial is set 
to open in February 1991. 

But Cruz said the evidence 
being offered by the United 
States, which invaded Panama 
last December to oust Noriega 
and bring him to trial, was 
“sparse and vague.” 

“If Noriega goes free in the 
United States, you can be sure 
that in Panama, be wU n°L" Cruz 


said. ■ 

Last week the Panamanian, 
government formally filed 30 
charges against Noriega, includ- 
ing murder, extortion; violation 
of human rights, falsifying pass- 
ports and illicit enrichment. 

A special commission set up by 
the gevemment- of President 
Guillermo Endara to investigate 
abuses under the Noriega regime, 
has said the former general amas- 
sed a fortune of some $300 mil- 
lion. 



Japanese tops list of world’s richest people 


NEW YORK (AP) — A 
Japanese developer again topped 
a list of the world’s richest peo- 
ple, but the annually tally has one 
conspicuous deletion this year, 
Donald J. Trump. 

But despite the financial trou- 
bles of the New York developer 
and casino owner, the United 
States is the nation with the 
world’s largest number of indi- 
vidual Ibiffionairos; — 62 — 
according to estimates by Forbes 
magazine. In addition, there are 
37 U.S. families with fortunes 
over $1 billion, Forbes says in its 
July 23 issue. 

Forbes says one trend it 
noticed in compiling this year’s 
list was the number of wealthy 
West Germans. The magazine 
identified 38 West German bil- 
lionaire families — far more per 
capita than in Japan or the Un- 
ited States. 

The list includes 40 Japanese 
and 99 American individuals or 
families with a net worth over $1 
billion. 

Forbes says it identified 271 
Billionaire individuals or families 
worldwide, up from 226 last year. 
The compilation is based on re- 
cent stock valuations, compara- 
ble real estate valuations and 


currency exchange rates, among 
other factors. 

The magazine says it excludes 
from consideration royal families 
and heads of state because their 
wealth “derives more from poli- 
tical heritage than from economic 
effort." 

But it doesn't exclude drug 
dealers. Among the billionaires it 
lists are Colombia’s Pablo Esco- 
bar Gaviria, the head of the 
Medellin cocaine cartel, at about 
$3 billion, and Colombia’s Ochoa 
family, at about S2 billion. 

Forbes, in estimates released 
Tuesday, says the world’s weal- 
thiest person for the fourth 
straight year was Yoshi&ki Tsut- 
sumi of Japan, whose railroad 
and real estate empire includes 
golf courses, ski resorts and 
hotels. Forbes estimated his net 
worth at $16 billion, up about $1 
billion from last year. 

That estimate was far greater 
than that of rival business maga- 
zine Fortune, which put Tsutsu- 
mi's net worth at $3.1 billion last 
September. 

Fortune said the world's richest 
person is the Sultan of Brunei, at 
$25 billion. Forbes excludes 
beads of state from considera- 
tion. 


Following the 56-year-old Tsut- 
sumi on the Forbes list was 
Japanese developer Taikichiro 
Mori, a former economics profes- 
sor who now owns 78 office build- 
ings. Forbes put Mori’s net worth 
at $14.6 billion. 

Ranked third was the family of 
Sam Walton, founder of Wal- 
Mart, the third-largest U.S. retail 
chain. Forbes estimates that the 
Waltons, who also were third- 
ranked last year, are worth $13.3 
billion, up from $8.7 billion in 
1989. 

America’s Du Pont family was 
fourth, with a net worth esti- 
mated at $10 billion. They were 
followed by Hans and Gad Raus- 
ing, two Swedish brothers who 
control a packaging empire worth 
$9.6 billion. 

Kitaro Watanabe, a Japanese 
real estate owner, was sixth at 
$9,2 billion. He was followed by 
Canada’s Reichmann brothers, 
owners of the Olympia and York 
real estate company, at $9 billion. 

Kenkichi Nakajima and his 
family, founder of Japan’s largest 
maker of Pachinko machines, a 
gambling game similar to pinball, 
were eighth at $8.4 billion. 

South Korea's Shin Kyuk-Ho, 
who owns a candy 'and real estate 


empire, was ninth at $7 billion to 
$8 billion; and Forrest E. Mars 
and family of the United States, 
or Mars candy feme, were 10th at 
an estimated $6 bSliori. 

Other American families with 
net worth exceeding $3 billion 
were the Newhouse, Heaxst and 
Cox families, which derive their 
fortunes from publishing and 
broadcasting; the Bass family of 
Texas; the Mellon family of bank- 
ing feme; the Dorrance family; 
whose wealth comes from Camp- 
bell Soup Co; and Bill Gates, 
founder of thedbmputer software 
company Microsoft Corp. 

John Werner .Kluge, .remained 
the richest American individual, 1 
according to Forbes. Kluge, 
founder of the media company 
Metromedia, has an estimated- 
net worth of $5.2 billion, placing 
him in a tie for 12th place on the 
worldwide list with the New- 
houses. 

■“ As for Tramp, Forbes put his 
net worth last year at $1.7 billion, : 
but It dropped riiarply this year as 
foe value of . his Teal, estate and 
airline empire crumbled. In 
April, the magazine said he was' 
worth about a half a biilion doL 
lars. Some sources peg it. even, 
lower. * ■.;! 


Racketeering 
charges 

dropped against 
Khaslioggi 

NEW YORK (R)^TheU.S. ; 
government Monday dropped 
racketeering, charges against . 
Adnan Kbashoggi, who was ac- 
quitted last week OT.'cbaiges he ■ 
helped former : Philippine first 
lady Imelda Marcos hide her 
ownership . of. .New, York .'real • 
estate and artl James Linn, attor- . 
nicy for the Saudi arms dealer : 
who .was once one of the world's 
richest men , said the government 

agreed to ' drop ; racketeering - 
charges in return Jot Khasboggfs . 
agreement not to press, claims to 
any. of the New York bufldings or 
art involved in the case- Last 
Monday a federal jury acqoitted . 
Mis! Marcos of racketeering for 
aUege^ helping .her hus- 
band steal -more than $200 million 
.from their cpimtxyVtreasuty.to : 
boy the New York properties. . 
Khash ogg i was acquitted of erb- - 
sanction of justice and mail' fraud 
for allegedly helpiqg the Mar- 
coses cOnceal thfcir ownership of 

tbe bufldings . and axt. ~ 

Electricity ttils 7 •• 7 
during energy 
debate ■/ 

NEW DELHI (AP) state 
legislative debate on energy, fund-, 
mg was short-circuited bjra paw- - 
er failure, a newspaper said. .The 
lights^. went ont in the 320- 
member Patna~;State : House : 
chamber in' Bflraras lawmakers 
were, preparing, to j-set budget . 
allocations for the state’s Ene^y 
Ministry, tire Times Of India said. 
The unprecedented llO-minUte 
failure p r omp ted a walkout' by. 
members of former Prime Minis- 7 
ter Rajiv Gandhi’s Congress Par- ' 
ty, the f thief opposition party. 
The debate was postponed in the 
capital located 900 kilometres 
eastofNew DtelhrJ Fowerfailures 
are commqir™ 

.emergency >fKrfe%i«iraany is 
supplied, to; st^Jegislatiircs and 
ministers' ‘iira^riLwas: not im- 
iti6dKitel£ knb^wiiy ffcfc legisla- 
ture V entergfecy ) tine did pot 
work. 

Madonna hits back 
at critics 

kOME (R) — Itafo-Amcrican 
megastar Madouna' target of a 
campaign waged by ltaly’s Catho- 
lic establishment ^haainvited cler- 
ics who have labelled ber shows , 
blasphemous to come and watch 4 
her perform. Landmg m Rome 
on a concert tour, the Catholic- 
bred pop singer : whose . use of . 
crucifixes and other sacred qnn- 
bob has aroused foe -wrath; of ~ 
prominent Catholic booties, told 
reporters: “I am aware the Vati- 
can and tome Catholic communi- 
ties are accusing my show of 
befrig sinful and blaspbemcmsand 
that fbqy are trying to stop people . 
seeing it. “1 appeal to you, just ■’ 
men arid women of the Catholk ! 
Church: Come and- see- my show 1 
and then judge,? added the 29r ; 
year-old Madonna, wfio said the - • 
criticism*- had made her blood 
boil. A news, ageney which re- 
flects the. opinions of the' Italian 
bishops amference said last Week 
her shows , were an qflerice to 
good teste. A Catholic lobby 
group appealed .for ; ihe shows to i 
be banned. : 7 .- 

U.K. to hold inquiry * 
into Titanic after 78 
years 

LONDON (AP) — - A _ govern- . _ 
ment inquiry is to be held into the 
-conduct of a steamship, captain - 
who was criticised for t ntif going ; 
to- the aid of the Titanic wben the -. 
ocean, finer sank 78 yearS^ago. a / 
published report said Monday. - 
. The Daily Telegi ^aplT ifa f rt Tra n 
port Department tm^sligators 
will examine testimony. froSt the’ 
1912 Titanic inquiry andk mass of 
additional material to ItitroW fight 
on the idle of the late C^Jt.-' 
Stanley Lord. Evidence - dt tbeJ 
wreck’s position v from tLS. * 
oceanographer Robert' BaHard, ■- 
, who located .it in 19857. w& be- 
. crucial, the newspaper satid^tprtf - 
was master -of tbe.Borioibb^nd^ 
Californian,' believed “ to have' 
beeH the bearestshtpto" tfieTita- = 
nic when the Britisfc.finer struck^ 
anjeeberg id the North;Atlaritic , 
white steanring- to ^ew Y5rk;"bD : 
its maiden voyage m-Aprff^i2. 
More than .. 

people aboard died/ 'mariy &e- “ 
'cause of r a>short^ 

The Caipa thfe aad .^fc - 1 ^" 

which were farther awtiy fl 

. /viv. . j- : 


answer^ 

tress cafis j Lord*? 
petF 'by rccr at " 
original ^mqiriiyc^ 

■. not respon ding to d 
froin thfi^TttenkrV^^. 

-since.: 

from ; tfa& iin er; jfc 

-gone to- 

? - J: - 

■' " ~ '*■'** 







